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An intimate Friend 


WF; 


Mrs.ElizabethRowe. 


MaDamM, 


F theſe pious Meditations of fo ſublime a 


genius ſhould be inſcribed to any name, 


there is none but yours mult have ſtood in 
the front of them. That long and conſlans * 
intimacy. of friendſhip with which you des». 


lighted to honour her, that high cſteem/ and 


veneration yeu are pleaſed to pay her memo» 
ry, and the ſacred likeneſs and fyupathy be- 


tween two kindred ſouls, abfalutely deter» 


mine where this reſpect ſhould be paid. 


Beſides, Madam, you well kaow, that ſome | 
oper out of thete Papgrs have been your 
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own ſeveral years by the pift of the deeeafed; 

and the fayour you have done me lately by 
your permiſſion to peruſe them, has aſſiſted 
the correction of theſe Manuſcripts, and! 
would add another reaſon to ſupport this in- 
ſcription of thein, if your fear of aſſuming 


too much honour could but. have adwwitted 
this piece of Juſtice, 2 * 


| koow, Madam, your tenderneſs and in- 


dulgence to every thing Mrs. Rowe has Writ- 
ten, eaunot. with-hold your judgment from 
ſuſpecting ſome of her expreſſions to. be a lit- 


tle too rapturous, and too near a-kin to the 
language of the myſtical writers, yet your 
piety and candour will take no ſuch offence 


as to prevent your beſt improvement by them 
in all that is divine and holy; and may your 
vetired hours find ſuch happy aſſiſtances and 


elevations. hereby, that you may commence 


the joys of angels and of blefled rid before · 
hand. £8 | * 


And when vour valuable life has been long 
extended amidſt all the temporal bleſſings you 
enjoy, and the Chriſtian virtues you practiſe, 
may you, at the call of God, find a gentle 
_ "difſmiſſion from mortality, and aſcend on high 
to moet your deceaſcd friend in Paradiſe. 

. Nor 


"DEDICATION. *v 


Nor can I ſuppoſe that any of the inhabitants 
of that bliſsful” region will ſooner recognize 
your glorified ſpirit] or will ſalute your firſt 
appearance there with a more tender ſenſe of 
mutual ſatisfaction, There may you join 
with your beloved Philomela, in paying ce- 
leſtial worſhip in exalted and unknown forms, 
to her God, and your God; and may the 
harmony of the place be aſſiſted by your u- 
nited ſopgs to Jelus, your common Savi- 


our ! 
T am, Sod, 
With great ſmeerity and eſteem, 
Tour moſt faithful, 


and obedient ſervant, 
NzEwiNGTON, 
Sept. 29th, 1737. 5 3 
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H E admirable author of theſe mY 
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mong the ingenious and polite, lince I 
ny excellent fruits of her pen, both Ta \ 
and proſe, have appeared: in public. 8A 
was early honoured under the feigned namm 
of Philomela, before the world was allowed © 
to know Mrs, Elizabeth Singer, by the name: 
drawn from her family, or that of Mrs.. 
Rowe, which ſhe acquired by marrizge, 


* 
— 


1 


0 Sz, 


2 


Though many of her writings that were 
publiſhed in her life time difcover a pious 
and heavenly temper, and a warm zeal for 
religion and virtue; yet ſhe choſe to conceal 
the devotions of her heart till ſhe was got 
beyond the cenſure and the applauſe of mor- 
tals, *I'was enough that God, whom ſhe 
loved with ardent and ſupreme affection, was 


-witnels- to all her ſecret and immenſe breath» | 
ings after him. 
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In February laſt he was plesſed to call her 
out of our world, and take her te himſelf, 
Some time after her deceaſe theſe manu- 
ſcripts were tranſmitted to me, all incloſed 
in one ſheet of paper, and directed to me at 
Newington, by her owg hand. In the nndſt 
of them 1 found her letter, which intreatcd 
me to review them, and commit them to the 
preſs. . This letter I have thought neceſſary 


. ſhew the world, not ſo much to diſto- 
* ver my right to publiſh theſe papers, as to 


let the reader ſee ſomething more of that ho- 
ly and heavenly character which ſhe maintain- 
ed in an uniform mauner both in life and 


death. 


Tis now almoſt thirty years ſince I was ho- 
noured with her acquaintance, nor could her 
great modeſty conccal all her ſhining graces 
and accompliſhments but it is not my pro- 
vince to give a particular account of this ex- 


cellent woman, who has blefſed and adorned 


our nation and our age. I expect her tem- 
Per, her conduct, and her virtucs will be ſet 
in a juſt aud pleaſing light among the mes 
moirs of her life, by ſome near r-lacions, to 
whom the care of her poetical pieces, ad 


| her familiar letters are committed, 


P R E F A C E. * | 
Theſe Devout Exerciſes are animated with | 
| 


7 ſuch fire, as ſeems to ſpeak the language of 

" B holy paſſion, and diſcovers them to be the 
a dictates of her heart; and thoſe who were 
7 favoured with her chief intimacy will moſt 
5 readily believe it: The ſtyle, I confels, is 
=] raiſed above that of common meditation or 
5 ſoliloquy; but let it be remembered ſhe wis 


no common Chriſtian. As her virtues were 

* ſublime, ſo her genius was bright and ſparks 
ling, and the vivacity of her imagination had 

a tinture of the mule almoſt from her child- 
hood This made it natural for her to ex» 
preſs the inward ſentiments of her ſoul in more 
exalted language, and to paiut her own ideas 

in metaphor and, rapture, near a- kin to the 
diction of poely.. 448 


The reader will here find a ſpirit dwelling 
in fle(h, elevated into divine tranſports, con · 
51 genia] to thoſe of angels and unbodied minds, 


1 — wa ** 


I Her intenſe love tg her God kindles at every : 
ws hint, and traufcends the limits of mortality, | 
1 I ſcarce ever meet with any devotional wri: | 
r tings which gives us aa example of a ſoul, at i 
* ſpecial ſeaſons, fo far raiſed above every * 1 
8 that i is not immortal and divine. | 
* 
8 Let the i is canſcious of her krailties too: the | 
. ſomm 
eſe | | j 
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nence in former years to exprefs the fervours 


in younger life, were led by theſe examples 
unwarily into this tract. 
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ſometimes conteſſes her folly and her guilt in 
the fight of God, in the moſt! affecting lan- 
guage of a deep hammarion. Lis with a pa- 
thetic fenfibility of her weakneſs, and in the 
ftrongett language of ſelf difplacency, ſhe be- 
wails her offences againſt her Creator and 
Redeemer z and in her intervals of darkneſs, 
ſhe vents her painful complaints and mourn- 


ings for the abſenee of her — * belt 
beloved. , 


« | } 
Let it be obſerved, that it was much the b 
faſhion, even among ſome diviges of emi - fa 


of devout love to our Saviour in the ſtyle of 
the Song of Solomon: and I muſt confeſs that 


ſeveral of my compoſures in verſe; written 


But if 1 may be 
permitted to ſpeak the ſeuſe of mature age, [Bin 
can hardly t think this the happieſt language it BG: 
Which Chiäidians ſhould generally diicover ite 
their warm ſentiments of religion, ſiace they 
clearer and more ſpititual revelation of then 
New Teſtament. Yet RI it muſt be owned, ch 
there are ſome fouls favoured with ſuch bèau · M; 
tifying viſiis from heaven, and enraptured 
with ſuch a flame of divine aftectioa, as more 
powetfully engages all auimat nature in theirfy 
devotions 


5 


* 
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devotions, and conſtrains them to ſpoak their 


pureſt and moſt ſpiritual ex erciſes in ſuch pa- 
thetic and tender expreſſians as may be per- 
veriely propbaned by an unholy conſtruction. 
Aud the bias and propenſity towards this 
ſty le is yet Rronger, where early impreſſions 
of piety have been made on the * 92 wap 
vout WiC of this kind. | 


e 


It 9 be be alfo, that there 
is nothing « be found here which ariſes a- 


ve dove our ideas; here are none of thoſe abſurd 
- and incomprehenſible phraſes which amuſe 
rs the ear with ſounding vanity, and hold rea- 
of FE fon-in ſovereign contempt : here are no viſi- 
vat Yonary ſcenes of wild extravagance, no affec- 
en tations of the tumid and unmeaning ſtyle, 

les which fpreads a glaring confuſion over the 
be underſianding; nothing that leads the reader 
into the region of thoſe myſtical ſhadows and 
darkneſs which abound in the Romiffi wri- 
ers, under the pretence of refined light and 
ſublime extacy. Nor is the character of this 
theÞpngenious author to be blemiſhed with any o- 
ned, cher reproaches which have been ſometimes 
aſt on n ſuch. ſort of meditations. 


| | 1 eee it hath wah ſaid, that this * 
‚ puage of rapture addreſſed to the Deity, is 
but 
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but a new track given to the flow of the ſot · (| 
ter powers, aſter the difappointment. of ſome 
meaner love; or at leaſt, tis owing to the 
want of a proper obje& and opportunity to 
Fx thoſe tender paſſions : but this cannot be 
allowed to be the caſe here; for as Mrs, Rowe | 
bad been ſought early by ſeveral lovers, ſo 
ſhe ſpent ſeveral years of younger life in the | 
corpubial ſtate with a gentleman of ſuch ac- 
compliſhments and ſuch circufaſtances, that 
he wis: well fitted to be the © Pander of het " 
OS ard cares. . 551 = p 
* 

l Show alſo that this Loft and paſſionate 6 
love of religious meditation has ſometi mes 8 
bern imputed to injuries and ill- treatment in 


the marriage ſtate, whereby the ſame. affec- = 
tions are weaned from an undeſerving object, 
and poured out in amorous language upon an | 
object ſupremely wortuy and divine. But d 
neither has reproach” any pretence in * 


the preſent caſe; that happy pair had 
d N el 
fouls ſo near a-kin to each other, that; they ho 
perſevered in uncommon; amity, and mutual 
ſatisfaction ſo long as providence favoured 
him wich life. Tis ſufficiently evident then, 
that in theſe meditations there is no ſecret 
panting after a mor tal love in The Rogue of 


devotion and piety, 1 
zor 


P R ET A C E. viii 
Nor yet can it be objected, that it wo dit. 


placence and peeviſhneſs towards other things 


round about her, that taught her to expreſs 


herſelf with ſuch contempt of the things of 


mortality, and all the gay and tempting ſcenes 
of the preſent ſtate: ſhe was by no means 
ſour and moroſe, and out of humour with 
the world, nor with her acquaintance that 


\dwelt in it: ſhe often converſed freely with 


che gay and the great, and wawin high cteem 
among perſons of rank and honour, But 
honour and rank among mortals, with all the 
ſcenes ot gaiety and- greatneſs, were little, 
deſpicable, and forgotten things, while in her 
devout moments, her eyes and her heart were 
fixed on God, the ſupreme original of all 
excdllency and all honour. | 


In common life ſhe was affable and friend: 
ly with perſons of every rank and degree: and 
in her latter yeary, as ſhe. drew nearer ta 
xcaven,. if ſhe avoided any thing, it was gran- 
leur and public appearance on earth. But 
he never concealed and abſtracted. herielf 
rom the ſociety of any of her fellow-crea- 
ures as to deſpiſe the meaneſt of her ſpas 
ies, ſhe was ever kind and compaſſionate to 
he diſtreſſed, and largely liberal to the indi- 
ent, . Nor did the neglect the daily duties 


her religious elevations the lights down upon 


xv | 7 A E F e R 


of human life, ur der a vain imagination that 
ſte movedin a big her ſphere, and was ſera 
phically exalted above them. 


In ſhort, there are nothing in theſe paper 
that can juſſly fupport auy ſuch fort of cen- 
ſures, tho" men of capt minds may cove 
the bible itſelf with flander and ridicule. Let 
all ſuch readers ffand alocf, nor touch theſe 
ſacred leaves, Jeſt they pollute them. 


& e - © 1 


I Tho? there is not one complete copy « 
verſes amongſt all theſe: ranſports of het ſoul, 
yet ſhe ever carried with her a reliſh of poefy 
even in her ſacred retirements. Sometimes 
ſhe ſprings her flight from a line or two o 
verſes, which her memory had impreſſed up: 
an her heart: ſometimes from the midſt 


_—  mÞ« cm. A cc www ac 


A few lives of fome modern poet, even Her- 
bert as well as Milton, &c. altho“ it is but ſel- 
dom ſhe cites their names. At other times 
the verſes ſeem to be the effuſion of her owr 
rapturous thoughts in ſudden melody and me 
tre; or at leaſt I know not whenice tlie lives 
are copied: but ſhe moſt frequently does me 
the honour to make uſe of ſome of my vi 
tings in verſe in theſe holy meditations. gf H 
| heart. Hleſſed be that God, who has 10% ti 
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hat one any thing my pen could produce;as 
vis io aſſid ſo ſublime a. devotion, Dp 
From the different appearances of the pa- 
bers per and ink ia ſome of theſe pieces, as welt 
23 from the early tranſcripts of. ſeveral of 
er chem among her friends, *tis evident the 
Le: were written in her younger diys ; others © N { 
reſelf are of a much later original, though there is | 
but one that bears 2 date, and that is April i 
30, 1735- They ſeem to have been peane4 * Bf 
at ſpecial ſeaſaus and occaſions thoughout the 
courſe of ber life; A few of them bear the |) 
corrections or additions of her owa pea, 
which diſcovers itſelf by a little difference of 
the hand writing, | 


| Though ſhe was never tempied away from 
| our common Chriſtianity into che falhionable 
apoſtacies of the age, yet I am well iaformed 
from many hands, that in her latter years, 
ſue entered with more zeal aud aff:Qtion in · 
to ſome. of the peculiar doctrines of the gof- 
pel ; and it is evideat that fone of theſe devo» 
of ©onal pieces have a more evangelical tara 
than others, and probably moſt of theſe were 
Jr .<2mpoied or carretted in the latter part of 
"aitc. The oppolitiog which has of late been 
? Fig made to ſome of theſe mis, g2Vve ocgalion 
- Jr to - 
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to her further ſearch into them, and her zeal 
for them. However, I have placed theſe pa- 
pers all as I found them pinned up in a wrap- 
ping-paper, though it is evident, from plain 
circumſtances, this is not the order in which 
they were written in, nor is that of any eng 
mann. . 

Though theſe writings give us the ire 
tions of a devout foul in ber holy retirements 
when ſhe had no deſign to preſent the publie 
with them; yet they did net want 2 great 
deal of adjuſtment or corrections, in order to 
ſce the light. The numbers and the titles 


are added by the publiſher, as well as the 
breaks and pavſes, which give a fort of reſt 
to the reader's mind, and make the review 


more eaſy. Here and there a too venturous 


flight is a little moderated 3 ſometimes a me- 
__ citation or a ſentence is \complitid; which 
ſeemed very imperfect, or a ſhort line or two 


Inſerted to introduce the ſenſe where the lan- 
guage ſeemed too abrupt, or the meaning 
too obſcure. Her ſoul had a large ſet of i- 
deas in preſent view, which made every ex- 
preſſion the uſed eaſy and perſpicuous to her- 


ſelf when ſhe wrote only for her own ufc; 


though ſometimes her entire ſenſe might not 
de quite ſo ee to ** reader, withom 
| | a lit 
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little 1 ion into ker track of ſentiments. 
Upon tbe whole, I muſt acknowledge, I was 
very unwilling that excellent work ſhould 
loſe any degrees of elegance or brightneſs, 


by. paſſing through my hands. 


When the manuſcript came under my re- 
viſa}, I read it over with the eye of a critic and 


Z a friend, that I might publiſh it with honour 


to the hand that wrote it, and with religious 


entertainment, aud advantage to the world: 
nor was this employment deſtitute af its pro- 
per ſatis faction: But never did I feel the 
true pleaſure of theſe meditations, till I had 


finiſhed this labour of the head, and began 


to read them over again, as Devout Exer- 


© erciles. of the Hleart:“ then I endeavoured! |} 
to enter more entirely into the ſpirit of the | 


pious author, and attempted to aſſume her 
language as my own. But how much ſupe+. 
rior was the ſatisfaction which I received from 
this review, eſpecially whereſoever I had rea- 
ſon to hope I could pronounce her words with 


HE dincerity of foul? How happily did this raiſe 


and entertain all my pleaſing paſſions, and 
give me another ſort of delight, than any dry 
critieal peruſal of them, in order to judge 
concerning their propriety ? But I confe(. 
al; was an . aud . thought, 


when IT found how often I was conſtrained to 
drop the ſublime expreſſion from my lips, 1 
forbid my tongue to uſe it, becauſe my own 
attainments ſunk fo far beneath theſe ſacred 
elevations of ſpirit, and fell ſo far ſhort of 
thoſe trauſcendent degrees of divine affection 
and aeak | 


Let me da all that peruſe this bock 
to make the ſame experiment that I have 
done; and when they have ſhut out the 
world, and are reading in their retirements, 
let them try how far they can ſpeak. this lan- 
. © guage, and aſſume theſe ſentiments as their 
- own : and by aſpiring to fellow them, may 
they find the ſame ſatisfaction and delight, or 
at leaft learn the profitable leſſous of ſelf-abaſe- 
ment and boly ſhame : and may a noble and 
glorious ambition excite in their breaſts a ſx 
cred zeal to emulate ſo illuſtrious an example. 
Whatſoever ardors of divine love have been 
- kindled in' a ſoul united te fleſh and blood, 
may alſo be kindled by the ſame influences 
of grace in other ſpirits, en e e the 
iame cog and impediments. 1 | 


But perhaps it will be neceſſary * to give 
a can ion to ſome humble Curiſtians, that they 
Wand uot make theſe W elevation f 
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piety and holy joy the teſt and ſtindard by 
which to judge of the ſincerity of their own: 
religion. Ten thouſand ſaints are arrived ſafe- 
at Paradife, who have not been favoured like 
St, Paul, with a raptureinto the third heaven, 
nor could ever arſe to the affectionate tranſ- 
ports and devout joys of Mrs. Rowe; yet IL 
hope all ſerious readers may find ſomethiag 


here, which, through the aids of the bleſſed 


Spirit, may raiſe then above their uſual pitch, 
may give a new ſpring to their religious 
plexfures,.and their immortal hopes, and there - 
by render their lives more JEN and hea-- 


zenly. 55 | 
That the-publication of this little book 55 


be favoured with the divine bleffing for this- 
12ppy end, is the ſincere deſire and requeſt of 
he publiſher, as it was the real motive of 
he ingenious : 'and pious writer to commit 


hem, by my band, to the public view. This 
lufficiently diſcovers itlelf in the following: | 


iettere 


— 
” 


To THE 


Reverend Dr.Watts, 


At nnn N, 


SIR, 
HE opinion I have of your piety and 
judgment is the reaſon of my giviag: 


n order to publiſh them; which I defire you 
> do as ſoon as you can conveniently ; only 
you have full liberty to ſuppreſs what you 


wink proper- 13 
k think there cin be no vanity in this de- 

gu, tor I am ſenſivle ſuch thoughts as theſe 
il not be for the taſte of the mgdiſh. part of. 
he world; and before they appear, E ſhall 


pla uſe of mortals. N | 
The reſtectiona were occaſionally written, 
id only fur my owa improvement; but 1 


— 
a * 
” 
— —— — 


you the trouble of lookiag over theſe papers, 


de entirely diſintereſted ia the ceaſure or ap | 


| 
| 
1 
| 


the ſame effet on ſome pious minds, as the 


(xii 
am not cho hopes that they may Fave 


reading the experience of others has hai on 
my ſoul. The experimental part of religion 
has generally a greater. influence thaa its the 
ory ; and if, when I aw fleepiag in the dull, 

theſe ſoliloquies fhoul4 kindle a flame of d. 
vine love in the heart of the loweſt and mol 
deſpiſed Chriſtian, be the glory given xo th 
great Spring of all grace and benignity. 


I have now done with mortal things, and 
all to come is vaſt eteruity Etetniiy 
How tranſporting is the ſound! as long. : 
God exiſts, my being and happineſs is ſecur 
| Theſe unbounded defires, which the wich 
ercation cannot limit, ſhall be ſatisfied for 
ver. 1 ſhall drink at the fountain-head « 
pleaſure, and be refr:thed with the emaia 
tions of original lite and joy. I ſhall hez 
the voice of uacreated harmony ſpeakin 
Peace and incffable caaſplation to » my ſoul. 


I expe eteroal life, not as a reward ( 
merit) but a pure act of bounty. Ueteſti 
myſolt in every view I can take, I fly to 25 
riguteouſneſs and atone nent of my great fc 
deemer for pardon and ſalvation; this 0 
conlplatigu an hope. Eater not into juig 

e een 


( xx 


* ment, O Lord, with thy ſervant; for 10 
thy fight ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. 


Through the blood of the Lamb, I hope 
or an entire victory over the laſt enemy: 
nd that before this comes to you, Iſhall have 
2ached the celeſtial heights : and while you 
re reading theſe lines, 1 ſhall be adoring be- 
ore the throne of God, where faith ſhall be 
urned into viſion, and theſe languiſhing de- 
es ſatisfied with the full fruition of immore 
al love. Adics 
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Devout Exerciſes 
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I. Surnens Lovs to G O D. 


HY, O my God, mveſt this mortal ſtruc- 
ture put ſo great a ſeparation between my 
oul and thee ? I am ſurcounded with thy eſſence, 
et I cannot perceive thee, and trace thy footſteps 
1 heaven and earth, yet I cannot overtake thee : 


dehind me, and I perceive thee not. 

O thou, whom unſcen, I love, by what powers 
al influence doſt thou attract my ſoul? The eye 
3s not ſeen, nor the ear heard, nor has it entered 
nto the heart of man to conceive what thou art z 
nd yet -I love thee beyond all that mine eye has 
u, or my ear heard, beyond all, that my heart 
an comprehend.” Thou dwelleſt in the heights of 
lory, to which no human thought can ſoar, and 
et 38 art more near and intimate to my ſoul than 
ly of the objects of Tenſe» Theſe ears have never 


hou art before me, and I cannot reach thee : and 


11 
| 
| 

1 
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2 DEVOUT EXERCISES 


heard thy voice, and yet I am better acquainte 
with thee, and can rely on thee with more conf. 
dence; than on the deareſt friend Fhave on earth. 
My heart cleaves to thee, O Lord, as its only 
refuge, and finds in thee a ſecret and conſtant ſpring 
of conſolation. I ſpeak to thee with the utmok 
confidence, and think thy being my greateſt happi 
neſs. The reflection on thy exiſtence and greatncli 
recreates my ſpirits, and fills my heart with alacrity; 
my ſoul overflows with pleaſure, I rejoice, I triumph 
in thy independent bleſſedneſs, and abfolute domis 
nion. Reign, O my God, for ever, glorious and 
uncontrouled. ; 
I, a worm of the earth, would join my aſſen 
with the infinite Corders above, with all thy flip 
ming miniſters who rejoice in thy kingdom an 
glory. - 


Though not to them thy happier race, allow'd 
To view the bright unveil'd Divinity 

(By no audacious glance from mortal eyes, 
Thcſe myſtic glories are to be profan'd) 
But yet I ſeel the ſame immortal flame, 
And love thee, though unſeen. 


- 


I love thee—— —Thus far I. can ſpeak, but 4 
the reſt is unutterable: and I muſt leave the pleaſing 
tale untold till I can talk in the language of immor 
tality; and then Pil begin the tranſporting ſtory 
which ſhall never come to an end, but be {till and 
ſtill beginning: for thy beauties, O thou faireſt & 
ten thouſand, will ſtill be new, and ſhall kind 
freſh ardour in my ſoul to all eternity. The act 
"fan 
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dame ſhall riſe, nor find any limits till * petfec- 
ag. Mts find a period. 
h. I love thee, and, O on that knoweſt all things, 

nly{Wread the characters that love hay drawn on my heart: 
ingſ{}wh ot excellence but thine in heaven apd earth could 
zel niſe ſuch aſpirations of foul, ſuch ſublime and fer- 
pi vent affeQions as thoſe I feel 5 What could fix my 
nc spirits but boundleſs pes ſection ? what is there elſe 
iy or whoſe ſake I could deſpiſe all created glory ? | 
pb Why am I not at reſt here among ſenüble enjoy- 

Mncats? Whence ariſe theſe importunate longings, 
theſe infinite defires? Why does not the complete 
creation ſatisfy, or at leaſt delude me with a dream 
of happineſs? Why do not the object; of ſenſe a- 
wake a mare ardent ſentiment than things diſtant 
and inviſible Why ſhould I, who *©* ſay to corrupe 
tion, thou art my father,” aſpire after an union 
with the immenſe Divinity ? 

You angels of God, that behold his face, explain 
to me the ſacred myſtery ; tell me how this heaven- 
ly flame began, unriddle its wondrous generation; 
who. hath animated- this mortal frame with celeſtial 
fire, and given a clod of earth this divine ambition? 
What could kindle it but the breath of God, which 
ktindled up my foul ? and to thee its amiable ori- 
+ it aſcends; it breaks through all created 
WpcricAion, and keeps on its reſtleſs . to the 
brit pattern of beauty. 

Le flowery varieties of the earth, and you ſparks . 

ig glories of the ſkies, your blandithments are vain, 
while I purſue an excellence that caſts a reproach on 
II your, glory. I would fain cloſe my eyes on all 
s various and lovely appearances you preſeat, and 
uid . ſcenc. I have do- 
C 2 fires 44 | 
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- Divinity, by ties which the fons of men have na 
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W- - DEVOYT EXERCISE'S. 


Fres which nothing viſible can gratify : to which ns 
material things are ſuitable, O when ſhall I find 
objects more entirely agreeable to my intellectual 
faculties? My foul fprings forward in purſuit of a 
diſtant good, whom I follow by fome faint ray of 
light, which only glimmers by ſhort intervals before 
me. Oh when will it diſperſe the clouds, and 
break out in full ſplendor on my ſoul ? 

But what will the open viſion of thy beauties el 


_ . Feft, if while thou art but faintly imagined, I love 


thee with fuch a ſacred feryour? To what bleſſed 
heights thall my admiration riſe, when I ſhall behold 
thee iu full pei fection; when I ſhall ſee thee as thou 
art exalted in majeſty, and complete in deauty ? How 
mall | triumph then in thy glory, and in the privi 
leges of my own being ? What ineſfable thoughts 
will ariſe to find myſelf united to the all-ſuffioient 


means to expreſs, by an engagement that the re vo- 
lotion of eternal years ſhall not diffolve 7 The league 
of nature ſhall be broken, and the laws of the mins 
gled elements be cancelled; but my relation to 
the almighty God ſhall ſtand fixed and unchangeable 
as his own exiſtence : © Nor life, nor death, nor an- 
« pels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
*: preſent, nor things to come, ſhall ever 1 
% me from his love.“ 

Triumph, O my ſoul, and rejoice z look ered 
beyond the period of all terreſtrial things: look be- 
yond ten thouſand ages of celeſtial bleſſedneſs, lob 
forward ſtill, and take an immeaſurable gtoſpect 
preſs on and leave unnumbered. ages behind, ages # 

 ineffable peace and pleaſure z plunge at once de 
the ocean of bliſs, and call Tay itſel thy Vie 


_ 


| 
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There zre no limits to the ptoſpect of my joyz it 
ad runs parallel with the duration of the infinite Divi- 
al niry : my bliſs is without bounds : O when ſhall the 


2 WW full poſſeſſion ot it commence ? 
re U. The and Goopnes: of G op- 


NGR AV'D as in eternal braſs, 
Tue mighty promiſe ſhines ;. 

Nor can the pow'rs of darknefs raze 

Thoſe eveflaſting lines. 
The ſacred word of. grace is ſtrong 

As that which built the ſkies 3 
on The voice'that rolls the ſtars along. 
* Speaks all the promiſes. \ 


en And they all ate built on the immutable trathh _ 
and goodneſs of thy nature: thou doſt not ſpeak at 
random like vain man; but whatever thou bait en- 
payed to perform, is the reſult of eternal eounſel and. 
deſign. Thou haft uttered nothing that thou canſt. 
ſee occaſion to alter on a ſecond review: thou canſt. 
promiſe nothing to thy own' damage, nor be a loſer” 
by the utmoſt liberality. Thou art every way qua- 
* to make good thy engagements, by the fulneſs 

of thy riches and powers 

Nor haſt: thou any neceſſity to flatter thy crea»: 
tures, or to ſay kinder things to them than thou: 
meaneft. to fulfil. Miſerable man can bring no ad- 


wy ntage ts thee, nor has he any thing to claim from 
5 of ter. By what benefit has he prevented thee? By 
iow wh: ht can he demand” the leaſt of thy favours? 


by engagements are all free and unconſtrained, 
* on thy own beneficence, and not on the 


* 


E 2. merites (> * 


merits of thy creature. While I conſider this; 'my 


of thy nature ., f 


ing falſe mortality; but I bear the voice with } 


| the fleetivg wind; but ſhall Rand in force whe 


6 DEVOUT EXERCISES. 


expectatious riſes I ſet no limits to my hopes : 4 
look up with confidence, and call thee my Father, 
and wich a humble faith, L claim every advantage 
that tender name imports. My heart confides in 
thee with ſtedfaſtaeis and alacrity; fear and difttul 
are inconſiſtent with my thoughts of the beneficence 


Every na ne and attribute by which thou haſt it 
vealed thyſelf to man confirms my faith. Thy 11%, 
thy being is engaged; I may. as well queſtion thy 
exiſtence as thy faithfulneſs : as ſure as thou att, 
thou art juſt and true. The proteſtations of th: 
moſt faithful friend I have, cannot give me balf th 
conſolation that thy promiſes give me. I hear vail 
man with difhdence, I bid my ſoul beware of tru 


and ſull aflurance. 
Thy words are not writ in unde or ſcattered | 


heaven and earth ſhall be no more.. Eternal agg 
ſhall not diminiſh their efficacy, nor alter what 
mouth of the Lotd hath' ſpoken, I believe, I beliew 
with the moſt perfect aſſent: I know that “ the 
art, and that thou. art a rewarder-of them ti 
* diligently feek thee :” I. feel the evidence, 
thou haſt not left, thyſelf without a m_ on mf 
heart. 1 * 1 


III. LoxG!1NG after the brennen. of 1 8 
* 
Y God, to thee my Ggbs aſcend, every com 
M plaint I make, ends with thy name, I part 
X dwell on the ound} ſpeak. it over wane” 
, ay | 


. 


* 


* 
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End that all my cares begin and end in thee. 1 


ui | 
: {Wong to behold the ſupreme beautf, I pint for the 
her fair original of all that is s lovely, for beauty that is 


et unknown, and for intellectual ee yet een 
taſted. # fl 

My heart aſpires, my „ withes fly beyond the bounds 
ence of creation, and deſpiſe all that mortality can pre- 
ent me with. I was formed for celeſtial joys, and 
find myſelf capable of the entertainments of angels. 
Why may I not begin my heaven below, and taſte 
at leaſt ol the ſptings of pleaſure that flow from =o 
zight-band, for ever ? * 

Should I drink my fill, thoſe Wrede are ain 


infinite deſires there: millions of happy orders of 
beings gaze on thy beauty, and are made partakers 
f thy blefledneſs: but thou art ſtil} undiminiſhed, 


it has flowed ftom eternity, and runs for ever n 


and why muſt L periſh for want ? a 
My thirſty ſoul pines for the water of life: Oh! 


who will .refreſh me with the pleaſurable draught 5 


in vaie, and ſigh ſtill unſatisfied :- Oh l who wil 
ad me to the ſtill waters, and make me repoſe in 
en paſtures, where the weary are foggygrat reſt? 
How tediqus are bone of expectatioꝶ * | 

fs ; ? 


8 os 


While thou, doſt ever, ever itay.z ; 


Wy ſpirit _ _ and day: 


3 * * 
4 


xhauſtleſs > millions of happy ſouls quench their 


me, Lord, my bead doth burn, 19 3 is 5095 


Thr long deforring wounds me to the er, * * 


No liberality can waſte the ſtore of thy perfection 


How long ſhall I wander in this deſart land, where | 
ery proſpect is waſte and barren? I look round © 


7% 2 4 
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DEVOUT E XERCIS ES. 
O ſhew thyſelf to me, 


Diſpatch thy commiſſions ; give me my w 
and activity to perform it, and let me as a hirelonf 
fulfil my day. Lord, it is enough: What am! 
better than my fathers ?” they are r and 
am mortal. 


m but a ſtranger and a pilgtim here 

Fn theſe wild regions wand' ring and forlorn * 
Reſtleſs and ſighing for my native bome, 
Eonging to reach my weary ſpace of life, 

And to fulfil my taſk, Oh! haſte the hour 
Of joy and ſweet repoſe, Tranſporting hope 


- 


Lord, here I am waiting for thy commands, 
tending thy pleaſure; O ſpeak and incline my en 
to hear z give me my work, let me finiſh it, ar 
gain my diſmiſſion from-this body'of fin and death; 
this hated clog of error and guilt, of corruption and 
vanity. Oh! let me drop this load, arid bid the 
ſcenes of guilt a final adieu. 

I have waited for thy ſalvation, O Lord 
when wilt thou let me into thy holy habitation! 
How long ſhall I pine at this diſtance from thee 
What can I ſpeak to ſhew thee my pain, to uttet 
my anguiſh, when I fear the loſs of- my God ? Oh! 
ſpeak an aſſuring word; and nn hope. 


Eranſporting. moment | whey wilt thou appear,. 
Ea. crown my bopes and banith all my fear? 


or Tus HEART. 9 


Again, O my Father, and my eternal Friend, I 
reathe out my requeſts to thee in this laud of fa- 
gue and folly! What is this life but a ſorry tire- 
me round, a circle of repeated vanities? Happineſs 
as never been ſeen in it ſince fin and folly entered; 
Il is empty appearance or vain labour, or painfuP 
exation. | | Us 


. 
7 


ufic'd with life, my Ianquid fpirits faint, 

nd fain would be at reſt. Oh! let me enter 
"bole facred ſeats, and after all the toil 
life, begin an everlaſting ſabbath. * | 


* 


Vet again, 0 lord, 1 aſk leave to tell thee, E have 


' waited for thy ſalvation,” and © hourly languiſhed : 


fte; the habitations of my God. My heart grows 


he tedious hours of abſence ? I have pronounced 
U below the ſun, -vanity and vexation; all inſrpid 
nd burdeafome. Amidſt health and plenty, friends 
nd reputation, thou art my only joy, my higheſt 
in, and my ſupreme delight. On thee my ſoul 
les all her hopes; there I reſt in a celeſtial calm 
h let it not be broken with earthly objects: let 
e live unmoleſted with the cares or delights of 
nſe. e #4 © 


Froin Al the world, and live alone to thee. 


> 


tk, and I almoſt expire under theſe delays. What 
have I here to keep me from thee ? What to relieve - 


- 
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IV. GOD my $0PRE ME and my only Horz. 


H Y do I addreſs thee, my God, with n 
more confidence ? Why do I indulge thele 
remains of unbelief, and harbour theſe returns 
infidelity and diſtruſt ? Can I ſurvey the earth, cn 
I gaze on the ſtructure of the heavens, and aſk if 
thou art able to deliver F Can I call in queſtion thy 
ability to ſuccour me, when I conſider the genen 
and particular inſtances of thy goodneſs and power! 
One age to another, in long ſucceſſion, hath con 
veyed the record? of thy glory; “ In all generation 
thou haſt been our dwelling-place, my fathe 
* truſted in thee, and were delivered.” They bas 
encouraged me, my own experience has encouray 
ed me to truſt in thee for ever. 

The ſun may fail to riſe, and men in vain expe 
its light; but thy truth; thy faithfulneſs cana 
fail: the courſe of nature may be reverſed, and: 
be chaos again; but thou art immutable, and cank 
not by any change deceive the hopes of them th 
truſt in thee. I adore the power, and ſubſoribe 
thy goodneſs and fidelity, and what farther objee 
tion would my unbelief raiſe ? Is any thing too hal 
| Hor God to-accompliſh ? Can the united forge of ca 
and hell reſiſt his will? 


> "ns 


C\ 


How broad thy kingdom, how divine! {thine 


Great God, how wide thy glories ſhine F -- | 
Nature, and miracles,-and fate, and chance ate 


Therefore I apply myſelf immediately to thet 


TIC: 


r rus HEART. ie 


nd renounce all the terror and all the confidence 
at may ariſe from heaven or earth befides. 


lot from the duſt my joys or ſorrows ſpring: 1 
Let all the baleful planets ſhed 1 
Their mingled curſes round my head; 1 
Their mingled curſes I'deſpiſe, 
et dut the great, th' eternal king, 
Look through the clouds, and bleſs me with 
his eyes. | 


— — ——— ——— , 


con Let him bleſs me, and I ſhall be bleſſed ; bleſſed 
ithout reſerve or limitation ; bleſſed in my going 
ut, and coming in; in my fitting down and riſing 
p; bleſſed in time, and bleſſed to all eternity. 
hat bleſſing from thy lips. will influence the whole 
eation, and attend me where-ever I am. It ſhall 
before me as à leading light, and follow me as 
protecting angel. When I lie down it will cos 
t me, I ſhall reſt beneath the ſhadow of the Moſt 
ligh, and dwell ſafely in the ſecrets of bis taber= 
acle. 5 

Thy kingdom ruleth over all, O Lord, and thou 
doit 'according to thy will in ie armies of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth:” I confeſs - 
id acknowledge thy providence. The ways of 

an are not at his own diſpoſal, but all his goings 

re ordered by thee : all events are in thy hands, 

nd thou only canſt ſucceed or diſappoint his hopes. 

| thou blow on his deſigns, they are for ever blaſt- 
if thou bleſs them, neither earth nor hell can 
inder their ſucceſs: therefore I apply myſelf im- 
tediately to thee; for not all created power can af- 

t me without thee. 


a 


| 
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Hence from. my heart ye idols, flec, i 

Ye ſounding names of vanity! ! 

No more my tongue ſhall Tacrifice 

To chance and nature, tales and lies. 

Creatures without a God, can yield me no ſup 
pom 


- 
- 


Not all the power of men on earth, nor ang 
nor ſaint in heaven, can hold or relieve me in th 
eaſt exigence, if my God hide himſelf and ſtand af 
off from me. Second cauſes are all at thy dir 
tion, and cannot aid me. till commiſſioned y 
thee. 


DW mm WM Eh WS 
Fire, air and earth, and ſtars and ſeas, S 
I call them all thy ſlaves; 
Commiſſion'd by my father's will, 
Poiſon ſhall cure, and balms ſhall kill 
Vernal ſuns or zephyrs breath > 
May burn or blaſt the plants to death 
1 hat ſharp December ſaves. 
What can winds or planets boaſt ; 
But a precarious power ? 
The ſun is all in darkneſs ". 3 
Froſt ſhall be fire, and fire be froſt, 
When he appoints the hour. 


- 


At thy command nature and neceſſity are no mort 
all things are alike eaſy to God; ſpeak thou but tt 
word, and my deſires are granted; ſay, ** Let the 
be light,” and there ſhall be light. Thou canſt look 
me into peace, when the tumults of thought raile, 


ſtor 


JthJd JS. CITY 25548 
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2rm within. Bid my ſoul be till and all its tem- 
x(t ſhall obey thee. 
I depend only on thee; do thou ſmile and all the 
old may frown; do thou ſucceed my affairs, and c | 
Al fear no obſtacle that earth or hell can put in 1 
y way. Thou ouly art the object of my fear, and | 
Il my deſires are directed to thee. 
Human things have loſt their being and their 
mes, and vaniſh into nothing before thee ; they 
e but ſhades and diſguiſes to veil the active divis 
ity, Oh | let me break through all theſe ſepara- 
bas, and fee and confeſs the great, the governing 
zuſc. Let no appearance of created things, how- 
er ſpecious, hide thee from my view; let me 
dok through all to thee, not caſt a glance of love 
hope below thee. With a holy, contempc 
t me ſurvey the ample round of th? creation, as 
ing in the hollow of thy hand, and every being in 
aven and on earth as unmoveable by the molt po- 
at cauſe in nature, till commiſſioned by thee co do 
dod ar hurt. Oh! let thy hand be with me to keep 
e from evil, and let me abide under the ſhilow of 
e Almigaty ; I ſhall be f(ecuce in thy pavilion, 
o thee I fly for ſhelter from all the ills of mortali- 
1 | ; 
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V. GOD a PRESENT Here and EVER NEAR. 


j HOU waſt found of me, O my God, when L 

ſought thee not, and wilt thou iy me when 
kek thee? Am! giving my breach to the wind, 
id ſcattering my petitions in the air ? Is it a vain 
ng to call upon God, and is there no profit in 
Ming to the Almighty? “ An hen, a God aſar 
Wo 3 N « off, 


uu DEVOUTEXERCISES 


* off, and not near at hand?” Is there any pla 
exempt from thy preſence? Any diftance when” 
my cries cannot reach thee ? Can any darknefs hi 
me from thy eyes ? or, is there a corner of the © 
ation unviſited by thee ? Doſt thou not fill hea 
and earth, and am I not ſurrounded by thy imm 
fity ? 

Are my deſires unknown to thee? or is there 
ny thought in my heart concealed from thee ? I) 
not thou that haſt formed the ear, hear? Canſt the 
forget the works of thine own hands ? or retired 
in the heavens, ſull of thine own happineſs, canſt thi 
leave thy creation to miſery and diſorder, helpleſs 
hopeleſs? Are the ways of man at his own diſpoli 
and his paths undirected by thee ? Is calling on th 
living God no more than worſhipping a dumb idol 
Ca nſt thou, like them, diſappoint and mock thy, 
dorers ? 

Art thou unacquainted with the extent of thy o 
power, that thou ſhouldſt promiſe beyond thy abili 
to perform? Or art thou“ as a man that th: 
© ſhculdſt lie, or the fon of man that thou ſhould 

« tepent ?“ Is thy faithfelneſs uncertain, and 
power, precarious ? Are thoſe perfections imagins 
for which men adore thee, and jhy gracious na 
inſignificant titles? Do the “ children of men in vai 
bar put their truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings | 
' and js there no ſecurity . in the ſecret places of tl 
Moſt High? Whither then ſhall I look in my di 
trefs? To whom ſhall I direct my prayer ? Fri 
whom ſhall I expect relic, if there is no hel> 1 
God for me ? 

But, Oh ! what unrighteouſnefs have.my fathef 
ever found in thee ? What injuſtic can 1 chat 
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e with? What breach of truth or want of pity & 
zve the records of thy actions ever been ſtained with 
e breach of faithſulneſs ? Art thou not my only 

pe, and my long experienced ſypport.? Have Bb 

er found help from the creatures when thou haſt. 
led me? Have I or can I have, a greater certain- 

than thy word to depend on? Can any other 

wer defend or deliver like thee ? Thou art a 
rock, and thy works are perfect, for all, thy Ways 

are judgment: a God of truth, and without ini- 

quity, juſt and right art thou.” With my laſt 
eath I will witneſs to thy truth and faithfulneſs, 
d declare thy goodneſs to the children of men. 


L GOD an ALL=SUPFICIENT Goon, and MY 
ONLY HaPPINESS. 


THY is my heart ſo far from thee, 
My God, my chief delight & 

by are my thoughts no more by day 

With thee, no more by night ? 


by ſhould my fooliſh, paſhons rove? 
Where can ſuch ſweetneſs be 

$1 have taſted in thy love, 

As I have found in thee ? 


Where can I hope to meet fuch joys as thy ſmiles 
are given me? Where can I fiad pleaſure ſo fin- 
fre and unallayed? When I have enjoyed the light 
thy countenance, and the ſenſe of thy love, has 
dt all my ſoul been filled? Have I found any want 
emptineſs? Has there been any room leſt for 

et any proſpect beyond, beſides the more 
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| perfect enjoyment of God? Have not all the glo- 
| of the world been darkened, and turned into black 
neſs and deformity? How poor, how contemptib 
| have they appeared ? or rather have they not all di 
| appeared, and vaniſhed, as dreams and ſhadows iy 
| the noon of day, and under the blaze of the ſus 
beams. 

| I have never found ſatisfaction in any thing by 
| in God; Why then do I wander from bim? W) 
| do I leave the fountain of living waters for broka 
| ciſterns? Why do Fabandon the full ocean in ſcare 
| 

| 

| 


of ſhallow ſtreams? What account can I give f. 


| folly like this? I can promiſe myſelf nothing frat 4 
| the creature : thoſe expectations ſaall deceive me if” 
more. Pis thou, my God, thou art the only objet C 
of my hopes and aalen z 'tis thou only that a | 
make me happy , 


1 If thou frown, my bids | is a curſe: : thy indign 
tion is hell with all its terrors. Let me never fe 
| that, and I defy all things elſe to make me miſerabl: 
I ſeem independent on alt nature, to thee ouly I : 
ply my'elf. Hear me, thou beneficent Author of n 
being, thou ſupport of my liſe, to thee I direct n 
wiſhes, thoſe defires which thou wilt approve, whik 
I aſt but the happineſs I was created to enjoy, Uli 
fix all my expectation on thee, and free me fo! 
this levity and inconſtancy. 8 
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Look gently down, almighty grace, 
PFriſon me cound in thy embrace; 

Pity the heart that would be thine, 

And let thy power my love confine. 
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guffer me never to tart from thee 3 tuch a con- 
nement were ſweeter than liberty; ** thy yoke is 


eaſy and thy burden light.” I ſhall bleſs the chain 


hat binds me to thee. Oh! give me ſuch a view 
f thy beauty as ſhall fix my volatile heart for every 
ch a view as ſhall determine all its motions, ' and 

a conſtant conviction how unreaſonable it is to 
ander from thee. 

Is it that I reliſh any thing beyond thy love ? Obs 
b. I appeal even to thee, who canſt not be deceiv- 
, and knoweſt the inmoſt ſecrets of my ſoul: thou 
noweſt where the balance of my love falls, and that 
y wanderitdgs are not deliberate :- that 'tis not by 
oice that I forſake thee. I grieve, I ſigh for my 
y; ſhouldſt thou forgive me, I can never forgire- 
y{clf, for I know *cis-inexcuſeable. 

| want nothing when I am poſſeſſed of thee; with - 


t thee I want all things: Thou art the centre of 


| my paſſions; I have no hope but what is thine, 
joy but what” flows from thee ; my greateſt fears 
e thoſe of loſing thee z my utmoſt, care is to ſecure 
y favour. This is the ſubjecx of my deepeſt anzi- 
I cvery ſigb I breathe ends in thy name, and that 
d name alone allays every. anguiſh of my ſoul, 
d calms its wildeft rempeſts. 
From thy frowns or favour all my joys or ſorrows 
ine ; thy frowus can make me infinitely miſerable, 
favour can make me infinitely bleſſed. I can 
ty hell, and ſmile in the face of death, whilſt I can 
| thee mine. My God ſtill let me. bleſs the 
ind, and part with all things rather than renounce 
_.property in thee ;- let me hold it to my 2 
claim u wich my expiring ſighs. 
3. 
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Secure of thee nothing can terrify my ſoul : all i 
peaceſul. and ſerene within; eternal love and immor; 
tal ple aſute: I deſire no mote; imagination (top 
here, and all my wiſhes are loſt in eternal plenty.— 
My Ged! more cannot ba, aſked, and with leſs 
ſhould be infinitely miſerable. The kingdoms d de 


the ſkies ſhould not buy my title to thee and Wg. 


love; the blefledneſs of all creatures is complen F: 
here, for God himſelf is bleſſed in himſelf for ever. Nae 
| th 

What can I add? for all my words are faint, I 
Celeſtial love no eloquence can paint; pr 
No more can be in mortal ſounds expreſs'd, art 
But valt eternity ſhall tell the reſt. | m. 

pr 

mM 

VII. A Covenant with G0 D. w| 


NCOMPREHENSIBLE Being, who “ ſearcheif e 
© the heart, and tiieſt the reins of the childte its 

©« of men,” thou knoweſt my fincerity, and g 
thoughts are all unveiled to thee; I am ſurrounde 
with thine immenſity ; thou, art a preſent tho” inn 
ſible witneſs of the ſolemn affair L am now engage 
in. I am now taking hold of thy. ſtrengta, that 
« may make peace wish thee,” and entering into 
ticles with the almighty God.: theſe are the hap. 
days long fince predicted, when “ one ſhall ſay I at 
©. the Lord's, and another ſhall call himſelf by t 
© name of. //rael, and another ſhall ſubſcribe with h. 
©. hand to the Lord; and I will be their God, 20 
they ſhall be my, ſons and my daughters, faith th 


« Lord Fchavah,” | at 
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With the moſt thankful ſincerity I take hold on 
this covenant, as it is more fully manifeſted and 

explained in the goſpel by Jeſus Chriſt 3 and hums 
bly accepting thy propoſals, I bind myſelf to thee by 

a ſacred and everlaſting obligation By a free an 
deliberate action, I do here ratify the articles which 

were made for me in my baptiſm in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; 1 religiouſly” 
devote myſelf to thy ſervice, and entirely ſubmit to- 
thy conduct. LI renounce the glories and vanities of 
the world, and chuſe thee as my happineſs, my ſu- 
preme felicity and everlaſting portion. I make no- 


article with thee for any thing beſides: deny or give X 


me what thou wilt, I will never repiue while my 
principal treaſure is ſecure. This is my deliberate, 
my ſree and ſincere determination; a determination; 
which, by thy. grace, I will never retract. 

Oh! thou, by whoſe power alone I ſhall be able: 
to ſtand,“ put thy fear in my heart, that I may ne- 
ver depart from thee 3” let not the world wich all. 
its flatteries; nor death, nor hell, with all their ter- 
tors force me to violate. this ſaered: vow. Oh | let 
dell me never live to abandon thee, nor draw the impious 
inv breach, that would deny thee. 

And now let ſurrounding angels witnefi for me 
that 1 ſolemnly devote all the powers and faculties 


o Wot my ſoul to thy ſervice; and when I preſumptu- 
app ouſly employ any of the advantages thou halt given 
I an me, to thy. diſhonour, let them teſtify againſt me, 


and let my, own words condemn me, 
| | «brink B * EL424887H Rows 


Thus have I ſubſcribed to the gracious propoſals, 
ind engaged mylſclf to be the Lord's: and now ler 


w 
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1 the malice of men, and the rage of devils, combine 
[| againſt me, I can defy all their ſtiatagems; for God 
| himſelf is become my friend, Jeſus is my all-ſufficien]M © 
| Saviour, and the Spirit of God, I truſt, will be my 
SanCtifier and my Comforter. 
| Oo bappy day F tranſporting moment! the bright. 
eſt period of my life heaven with all its light ſmile 
on thee : what glorious mortal can now excite my 
envy? what ſcene to tempt my ambition could the 
whole creation-difplay ? Let glory call me with her 
) _ exalted voice I Let pleaſure, witt-a fofter eloquerice, N 
N allure de! The world in all its ſplendor app-arg 
'' but a trifle, while the infinite God is my portion, 
| He is mine by as ſure a-title as eternal veracity can 
l: eonfer ; the right is unqueſtionable, the conveyance 
unalterable, the mountains ſhall be removed, and the 
Kills be diffolved, before the everlaſting. _—— 
ſhall be cancelled. 


VIII. A THANK-O0FSERING for SAVING GRACE. 


A —— —„ — 


LESS the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is 

A within me bleſs his holy name ;. bleſs the 
Lord, and forget not all his benefits, who redeems 
« ed thy life from deſtruction, and crowned thee with 
« loving-kindneſs, and tender niercy;“ who brought 
thee out of the mire and clay, and ſet thy feet. upon 
a rock; who broke thy fetters, and freed thee from 
the miſerable bondage of fin. I lay, a wretched 
flave, pleafed with my chains, and fond of my cap- 
tivity, fatally deluded and undone, till love, almighty Wi, 
love, reſcued me. Bleſt effect of unmerited grace 
I ſhall ſtand for ever an illuſtrious inſtance of bouud- 
leſs mercy : to tbat I muſt entitely aſcribe my falvas 
tion 
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jon, and through all the ages of eternity, Pl] rehearſe 
he wonders of redeeming love, aud tell to liſtening 


gels what it has done / for my foul. 


ne 
od 
"nt 


ra ing the endlefs miracles of love; 

ud For ever that my lofty theme ſhall prove. 

4 My glorious Creator, why did I employ thy thought 
* before I had a being? Why from all eternity was 
= 3 nn mortality deſigned me, and my birth allotted me 
"Wi a laud illuminated with the rays of ſacred light? 
ds might have been invoking the powers of hell with 
""Wtc\table ceremonies, inſtead of Adoring the omnipo- 
I nt God. But when thouſands are loſt in thefe deluſions, 


phy am I thus graciouſly diſtinguiſhed? Inſtead of 
deing born among the ſhameful vices of impious pa- 
ents, and an heit to their curſes, why am I entitled 
o the bleſſing of religious anceſtors? Why, when 
was incapable of choice, was I devoted to the God 
bat © keeps cdyenant and mercy to a thouſand gee 


„ ncrations of them that fear him 2” 

: Why, when 1 knew thee not, didſt thou ſuſtain 
ug: But Oh! why, when I knew thee, and rebel- 
- ed againſt thee, why didſt thou fo long ſuffer my in- 


ratitude ? Why did thy watchful providence per- 
etually ſurround me, croſſing all the methods I took 
0 undo myſelf? Why wa: I not curiſt with my own 
wiſhes, and left to the quiet poſſeſſion of thoſe vani- 
ies I delighted in ? thoſe toys which I fook(hly pre? 
erred to all the treaſures of thy love? W hy didſt thou 
purſue me with the offers of thy favour when I fled 
hee with ſuch averſion ; and hadſt fied thee for ever, 
thou hadſt not compelled me to recturu ? 
r Why 


- 


* 
* 
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_ egquired after thee; but why waſt thou found <& 


— „ OOR— — 
0 > 


ver my rebellious faculties? How freely has it cate 


Why did thy Spirit ſtrive ſo long with an obſtj 
nate heart, which reſiſted all its motions, and turned 
thy patience and long-ſuffering into provocation and 
guilt * Why am I not undone by thoſe pleaſing 
fnares in which T have ſeen ſo many deluded wretchez 
periſh? Like them I deſpiſed the unſearchabl: 
ziches of thy grace; with them I had been content 
to ſhare the ſorry portion and pleaſures of this world, 
N thou had(t let me alone, and E ſhould never baue 


ans that ſought thee not? O why but © becauſe 

* thou wilt be merciful to whom. thou wilt be mer 
Cc” :: -: 

Therefore again with aſtoniſhment and delight} 
look back on the methods of thy grace; and agais 
I conſider myſelf loſt in an abyſs of fn and miſery; 
when there was no eye to pity me, no hand but 
thine to aſſiſt me, thou madeſt it then the time of 
love. Never was grace more free and ſurpriſing 
than thine is; never was there a more obſtinate 
heart than mine; and never ſuch. unconquerabl 
love as thine. How gloriouſly has it triumphed c 


celled all my guilt ?! 
Could I have made the leaſt pretence to merit, 
or have challeng-d any thing from thee, the benefit 
bad bcen leſs cxalied; bad there been any foundatial 
for human pride, my corrupt heart would ſoon hart 
taken the advantage, and robbed thee of thy hond 
by aſcribing the glorious work to the ſtrength of mf 
own reaſon, or. a natural. tendency. to virtue; bi 
here my vanity is for ever filenced. I am loſt in 
the boundleſs abyſs O height O depth O lengt 


and. breath icumeaſureable l“ How unſearchable 
11 


LY 
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finding out ?” 

Let me here begin my eternal ſong, and aſcribe 
' (alvatiSn and honour,” dominion and majeſty, “ to 
him that ſits on the throne, and to the Lamb for 


is blood 3 tanſomed me from a voluntary bondage, 
rom the moſt vile and hopeleſs captivity, a captivi- 
from which nothing but that invaluable * 
ould have redeemed: me. 


Infinite ore! Almighty grace 
* Stand in e ye rolling Kies 


—— 


Bring hither your celeſtial harps, ye beneficent 
eings, who amidſt the height of your dre ex- 


4 


age of Paradiſe, the ſtrains of immortality. But 
bl 'tis all too feeble; the tongues of ſeraphims can» 


iſery, my adorable Saviour, haſt thou Tefcued me ? 


fernal chains, EY horror, and the CONDE of 


arkneſs for ever ? 
Nor here my glorious benefaQorſtayed ; bat ſtill 
ent on to magnify the riches of his grace, and 


tterable joys that flow from his preſence. 


Myſerious depths of boundleſs love 
My admirarion raiſe ; 

0 God, thy name exalted ſtands 

Above all earthly praiſe, 


. FO _ — 


thy ways,” Almighty Love, “ and thy paths paſt - 


ever,” who has loved me, and ranſomed me with 


refs a kind regard for man: teach me the lan- 


ot utter what I owe my Redeemer: from what 


rom error, from fin, from ſnares and death, from 


titled me to an endleſs inheritance, and an im- 
ortal crown z to the fruition. of God, and the un- 
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is the meaning of theſe pathetic expreſſions, My 


ſipid without thee ? Without my God what are rid 


theſe exalted pleaſures. 9 4 
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IX. Evipences of s1ncErE Love to GOD, 


Fri love thee not, my bleſſed God, Inow ni 
what I love: if I am uncertain of this, I aq 
uncertain of my exiſtence >: if I love thee not, wha 


God, Mw ALL { thou ſpring of my life, and fou 
Ain of my happineſs ! my great reward, and my et 
ceeding joy; the eternal object of my love, and ( 
preme felicity of my nature. Does not my heat 
attend my lips in all this language? How ean th 
be, if my ſoul does not love thee? F 

O my God, if 1 love thee not, what is the mea 
ing of this conſtant uneaſineſs at thy abſence ? Fro: 
whence proceeds this painful anxiety of mind abodt 
thy love, and all theſe intenſe, theſe reſtleſs deſire 
after thee ? Why are all theſe ſatisfactious of life i 


fc 


es, and honours and pleaſures te me? I ſhould eltcet 
the poſſeſhon of the world but a trifle, or rather m 
eternal damage, if it muſt be purchaſed with the le 
of thy favour. Thy . benignity is better than lif 
and the moments in which. I enjoy a ſenſe of ti 
love, are the only happy intervals of my liſe. 
then TI live ; 'tis then I am truly bleſſed : 'tis then 
look down with contempt on the little amuſement H 
of the world, and pity them that want a taſte ft 


How calm, how peaceful in thoſe ſeaſons are 1 
the N my ſoul! I have enough, I aſk . 
moce. Can they languiſh for the ſtream, who drin_W>t 
at the overflowing fountain? I have all the wos: 
and more, I have heaven itſelf in thee: in thee B. 


—— —— 
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m completely and ſecurely bleſſed, and can defy the * 
ice of earth and hell to ſhake the foundation of 
' Wy happineſs, whilſt thou doſt whiſper thy love to 
y ſoul. O bleſſed (tability of heart! O ſublim: 


—  - 


— — — — 


* tisf action]! Haſt thou not told. me that thou art 
- ine by an inviolable engagement, when my foul _ 4 
evoted itſelf to thee ? Does not thy words aſſure 


1 


e, „that mountains ſhall depart, and bills be re- 


a 2 moved ; but thy kindneſs ſhall not re nor 4 
ade covenant of thy peace be broken?“ "= 


Haſt thou not terminated my wiſhes, O Lord, in 
yſelf, and fixed my wandering defires ? Is it for 
ches or Honour, for length of days, or pleaſure, that 
en follow thee with daily importunities ? Thou know- 


wolli Stay till the duſky thadows fly 


hee W Before the day's illuſtrious eye. | 


Proll theſe are not the ſubject of my reſtleſs petitions: , 
bool Lever balance theſe toys with thy favour ? Oh 
e one (mile of thine obſcures-all-their glory. When 7 
feu ou doſt bleſs my retired devotions with thy pre- 
Mace, 1 can wink all created beauty into blackneſs. 
tee ben I meet thee in my ſolitary contemplations, 
t nich what contempt do I look back on the leſſening 
e lol vid? X 
li ; 
* thll How 3 is thy beauty! How divine ! | 
lo dim the luſtre of the world to thine ! C| 
hen : | 
men How dull are its entertainments to the pleaſure if 
te i converfing with thee ? Oh ſtay, in thoſe nappy | 
ments, cries my ſatisſied ſoul. - | 
re | 
k 0 Stay, my beloved, with me here; ky i} 
| 
| 


barren place to entertain me when thou art gone 
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Oh. ſtay.till the gloomy night of life is paſt, a 
eternity dawn on my foul, [There's nothing in thi 


can reliſh DD. yew after theſe celeſtial b 
quets. 

If I love thee not whary the meaning of this i 
patience to be with thee ? “ My ſoul longeth, 
« fainteth, for the courts of the Lord; when ſhall 
« come and appear before thee? Oh! that 1 


the wings of a dove; for then would I fly av 
* and be at reſt.” : 8 


X. A$SURANCEs of SALVvaTion in CHRIS! 
JESUS, 


HAVE put my treaſure, my immortal part, i 
to thy hands, Oh, my dear Redeemer, 1 
& fhall the prey be taken from the mighty! 
Shall a ſoul confecrated to thee fall a ſacrifice 
hell ? | 
Bleſſed God, am I not thine 7 And ſhall the te 
ple of thy ſpirit be profayed, and the lips that hi 
ſo often aſcribed dominion, and glory and maj: 
to thee, be defiled with. infernal blaſphemy, and d 
execrations of the damned-? Shall the ſparks of d 
vine love be extinguithed, and immortal enmity ſu 
ceed 7 And ſhall I, who was 50 bleſſed with © 
favour, become the object of thy wrath and indigr 
tion ? Shall all the mighty things thou haſt done 
my ſoul be forgotten ? Shall all my vows, and 
own ſacred engagements be cancelled? * Vis imp 
ble; for „ thou art not as man, that thou ſhout! 
lie; not as the fon of man, that thou ſhould't 
« pent.” 
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Thou art engaged by thy own tremendous. name 
pr my ſecurity: my God, and my father's God, 
rom generation to generation thou haſt been our 
welling-place. I was devoted to thee iu baptiſm 
the ſolemn vows of my religious parents: my in- 
nt hands were early lifted up to thee, and I ſoon 
arned to know and ackno'viedge the God of my 
athers. I have actually ſubſcribed with my hand 
the Lord, and am thine by the moſt voluntary . 
nd deliberate obligations. The portion of Jacob is 

„ joyful choice, nor need I fear loſing it, while 

yy word is eſtabliſhed as the heavens. 


The Lord, who made heaven, * and fea, 
And all that they- contain, 

Will never quit his ſtedfaſt truth, 

Nor make his promiſe vain. 


51 


4 Were my dependance en myſelf, I were undone: 


e firſt temptation would ſhake my. reſolutions; I 
ould ſell the ineſtimable riches of thy love for a 

ile, and fool away immortal pleaſures for the joys 

f moment; a ſpecious de luſion would ſeduce-me 

dm all my hopes of a glorious futurity, I ſhall fall 
victim to my own folly, and muſt inevitably periſh 
thou forſake me: but the Strength of Iſrael is my 
pe, the Mighty One of Jacob my defence. 

Thou art the Rock of ages; the fixed and immu» 

vie Divinity is my high tower, and my refuge, my 
deemer, and almighty Saviour. Theſe were the 
lets d, the glorious titles by which thou didſt at 

it aſſure my doubtful foal : theſe were the tran+ - 
og names I knew and called thee by; and thou 
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haſt anſwered them through all the changes of ny 
life, 

I was thy early carez thou didſt ſupport my help 
leſs infancy, and art the watchful guide to my u 
fieady youth. Which way foever I turn, I mect1h 
mercy, and trace thy providence ; and as long 28 
live, I will record thy benefits, and depend on thy 
truth ; thoſe benefits which have conſtantly purſu 
me and is engaged never to abandon me. Tranfpon 
ing afſurance ! What further ſecurity can | aſk 
W hat ſecurity can 1 wiſh beyond eternal veracity! 
„ 'The mountains fhall depart, and the hills be n 
moved, but thy kindneſs ſhall not depart, nor thi 
*« covenant of thy peace be broken ;” that covenan 
which has. been ſealed by the blood of the Son, 
God, and in that holy ſacrament I have received th 
Pledges of thy love. Thou didſt graciouſly invi 
me into that communion, and meet me Were Wl 
the moſt uamerited favour, 

Fear not, ſay'it thou, poor trembling ſou}, for 
am thy Redeemer and thy mighty Saviour, the ho 
of Ifrael, and in my name ſhall all the nations off 
earth be bleſſed: “ 1 am gracious and metrcitu 
© long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs at 
« truth:” Theſe are the titles by which I haven 
vealed myfelf to men, I came the expected Mcflul 
the ſtar of Jacob, and the glory of the Gentiles. 
came from the fulne(s, of ineffable glory, in ti 
form of man, to redeem the race of Adam. Iz 
willing and able to ſave, and“ whoſoever comes 
« me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt him away Fear n 
I bad kind deſigns towards thee.from eternity: al 
by theſe viſible ſigus of my body and blood, If 


\ 
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y love to thy ſoul: take here the pledges of hea» 
en, the aſſurances of everlaſting bappineſs. 

'Tis enough, replied my tranſported ſoul ; divide 
je world as thou wilt, let others unenyy'd ſhare 
s glory; thy love is all I erave. I am bleſs'd with 
hat aſſurance, I am ſurrounded with the joys of Pa- 
adiſe ; every place is a heaven, while my el 
mine, and I am his. | 


If all the monzechd, whoſe command ſupreme 
Divides the wide dominion of this ball, 
Should offer each his boaſted diadem, 
- FT would not quit thy favour for them all: 
Theſe trifles wich contempt I would refignz 
The world's a toy, While L can call thee mine. 


Let God and angels witnefs for me, that I re- 
dance the world, and chuſe thy love as my pore 
on; witneſs that 4 ſacrifice my darling ſins to thees. 
d from this moment Solemaly devote myſelf to- 
ly ſervice, 

Thus did I engage myſelf to be the Lord's, and 
us didſt thou graciouſly condeſcend to ſeal the 
ivileges of a new covenant to my ſoul, and O let 
e ſolemn tranſaction never be forgotten ; let it be 
fit in the volumes of eternity ; let it be engraved | 
the books of unalterable deſtiny. :: there let the ſa- 
d articles ſtand recorded, and be had ee, 
ü remembrance, 
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XI. Tou art My GOD. 1 


GW, thou art my God; thou art thy own 
bleſſedneſs, the centre of thy on deſires, and 
the boundlefs ſpring of thy own happineſs. Thor 
art immutably and infinitely perfect, and therciy 
conſiſts thy dleſiedneſs and glory: But that "thay 
* art my God,” 'tis from thence flows all my conſs 
Jation'; this glorious privilege is my dignity and 
boaſt,“ Thou art my God; and I will praiſe thee; ny 
4 father's God, and T will exalt thee; the Lord li, 
eth, and bleſfed be my rock, and let the God 9 

my ſalvation be exaked& Thy benignity is bet 
„ter than life, therefore my lips ſhall praiſe thee.” 

I have all things in poſſcſſing thee; I find u 

want, no emptineſs: within z my wiſhes are anſwer 

ed, and all my deſires appeaſed, when I believe n 
title to thy favour ſecure. Whatever tempeſts arilz 
whatever darkneſs ſurrounds me, yet“ thou art ny 

% God;” I cry, and the ſtorms are appeaſed, an 
the darkneſs vaniſhes. I find my expectations fron 

the world diſappointed, my friends fake, and humat 
dependence. vain ; but ſtill “ thou art my God,” ny 
1 unfailing confidence, my rock, my everlaſting inhe 
| *, ritance. Death and hell level their darts againſt me; 
wut with a heavenly tranquillity I cry, Thou a 
* my God.z I dwell on high, my place of defenc 
* js the munition of rocks.” 


* 


My hiding-place, my colin. tower 
And ſhield, art thou, O Loid; 

I firmly anchor all my hopes 

On iny unerring word. 


While 


” 
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While thou art mine, what can I fear ? Can om- 
\{Wrnipotence be yanquiſhed ? can almighty itrength be 
oppoſed ? When it cam then, and not till then, 
hall I want ſecuriy : then, and not till then, thall 
my confidence be ſhaken, and my hopes confound» 
ed. | 
Thou art my God:“ Let me again repeat. the 
glorious accents, and hear the pleaſurable ſounds, _ 

Let me a thouſand and a thouſand times repeat it; | 
tis rapture all, and harmony : the harps of cngels 
and their tongues, what notes more melodious could 
they ſing or play: What but theſe tranſporting words 
give the emphaſis to all their joys? On this they 
dwell, »tis their eternal theme, © Phou art my 
* God.” Like me every ſeraph boaſts the glorious 
propriety, and ewes his happineſs to thoſe important 
words: in them unbounded joy is comprehended, pa- 
ndiſe itſelf, all heaven is here deſcribed; all that is. 
poſſiole to be uttered of celeſtial. blefledneſs is here 
contained. 


. 
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fron My God; my all-ſufficient good, 

My portion and my choice; 

In thee my valt defires are falPd; | 
And all my powers rejoice; — 
diy God, my triumph, and my glory, let others 

boalt of what they wilh and pride themſelves in hu- 
nan ſecurities: let them place their confidence in 
their wealth, their honour, and their numerous 
biends : I renounce all earthly dependance, and 
ory only in- my God. 
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my God,” my inheritance, my eternal poſſeſſion! 


rounded with thy favour; thou art their God, and 


From him alone my joys ſhall riſe 
And run eternal rounds, 

Beyond the limits ot the ſkies 
And all created bounds. 


When death ſhall remove all other ſupports, ant 
force me to quit my title to the deareſt names be- 
low, in © my God” I ſhall have an unchangeabl 
propriety : that engagement ſhall remain firm, when 
F ſhall loſe my hold of all other enjoyments ; whey 
all human things vaniſh with an everlaſting light, 
ſhall bid them a joyful adieu, and breathe out my 
foul with this tciumphant exclamation, ** thou ar 


nor death nor hell ſhall ever ſeparate me from thy 
love. 

«© Thou art my God Let me ſurvey the extent 
of my bleſſedneſs: let me take a proſpect of my va! 
poſſe ſſion: let me conſider its dimenſions ; 3. O height! 
O length and breadth immeaſurable ! I have all that 
is worth the poſſeſſing; thou art my God.“ 

But what have I uttered ? Is mortality permitted 
to ſpeak theſe daring words? can the race of man 
make ſuch glorious pretenkons ? Thou thyſelf cant 
give no more; thou that art thy own happineſs, and 
the ſpring of joy to all thy creatures; with thee are 
the fountains of pleaſure, and in thy preſence is ful 
neſs of joy : iminortal life and happineſs flow from 
thee, and they are neceſſarily blefſed who are ſur 


thou art my God” to everlaſting ages. 
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uh flies with all the chirms it has in ſtore, 2 

; ſnares and gay temptations are no more z | 

reatures no more in entity can boaſt | | 

he ſtreams, the hills, and tow'ring groves are loſt, 

he ſun, the ſtars, and all the fields of light - 

Vithdraw, and now are vaniſh'd from my fight; 
And, God is all in all. 


be · 

able XII. CONFESSION of SIN, with HorE of PAR DO. 

hen 4 

bes R E A K, break, inſenſible heart | let confuſion 

t. [ cover me, and darkneſs, black as my own guilt, 1 


mpMWucc0vnd me. Lord, what a monſter am I become? 
ue batcful to myſelf for offending thee? How | 
on uch more deteſtable to thee, to thee, againſt whom j 
thei have offended ? Why have I provoked the God on : 
rhom my being every moment depends? The God, } 
tene out of nothing advanced me to a, reaſonable and C 
valWomortal nature, and put me in a capacity of being 43 
ppy for ever? The God whoſe gooduefs has jruw 
araliel with my life; who has preſerved me in a: EL 
houſand/-dangers, aud kept me even from the ruin 
| courted, and even while I tepined at the providence 
hat ſaved mes | 
How often has he recovered me from eternal mi- 
andſery, and brought me back from the very borders of 
are ell, when there was but a dying groan between, 
für hut one faint figh between me and everlaſting per- 
rom tion? When all human help failed, and my mourn- 
ul i-iends were taking their laſt farewels; when 
very {miling hope forſook me, and the borrors. of 4 
leati ſurrounded me, to Gu 4 <fied from the 
uche of miſery and deſpair ; I erted, and he was 
* and reſcued my life from deſtruction ; ho _= 
> * 3 a | 
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« brought me out of the miry clay, and ſet my fee 
© upon a rock.” A thuuſand inſtances of thy good 
neſs could I recount, and all to my own confuſion, 

Could I conſidef thee as my enemy, I might for 

give myſelf; but when I conſider thee' as my bel 
friend, my tender father, the ſuſtainer of my lif 
and author of my happineſs, good God what 
monſtrous thing do I appear, who have frnned 
gainſt thee? Could I charge thee with ſeverity, « 
call thy laws rigorous and unjuſt, I had ſome excuſg 
but I am filenced there by the conviction of my oy 
reaſon, which aſſents to all thy precepts as juſt ar 
holy. _ But to heighten my guilt, I have violate 
the ſacred rules I approve : "1 have provoked the jul 
tice I fear, and offended the purity I adore. 

Yet ſtill there are higher aggravations of my ini 
quity, and what gives the utmoſt confuſion is, t 
I have ſinned againſt unbounded love and goodneſt 
korrid ingratitude? here lies the emphaſis of 
folly and mifery ; the ſenſe of this torments me, e 
I not ſay, as much as the dread of hell, or the fear 
of loſing heaven? Thy love and tender compaſſion 
_ the late pleaſing ſubjects of my thoughts, are on thi 
account become my terror. The titles of an enen 
and a judge ſcarce ſound more painful to my eary 
than thoſe of a friend and a benefactor, which 
ſhamefully enhance my gdilt : .thoſe ſacred name 
confound and terrify my ſoul, becauſe they fuznilb 
my conſcience with the moſt exquilite- reproaches! 
the thoughts of fuch goodneſs abuſed, and fach cit! 
mency affronted, ſeem to me almoſt as unſuppo 
able, as thoſe of thy wrath and ſeverity. 

© whither ſhall I turn? I dare not look upward 
the ſun and ftars upbraid me there ; if I look dov! 
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rd, the fields and fountains take their Creator's 
art, and heaven and earth conſpire to aggravate 
y fin : thoſe common bleflings tell me how muck 
am indebted to thy bounty: but, Lord, when I. 
cal thy particular favours, I am utterly confound» 
|; what numeraus inſtances could F recount ? Nor 
ys my rebellion yet ſhut up the fountain of thy 
ce; for yet I breathe, and yet I live, and live to 
plore a pardon : heaven is ſtill open, and the 
tone of God acceſſible. But oh! with what con- 
tence can I approach it? what motives can I urge, 
t ſuch as carry my own condemnation in them. 
Shall I urge thy former pity and indulgence ? this 
re to plead againſt myſelf : and yet thy clemency, 
at clemency, which I have abuſed, is the beſt ar- 
ment 1 can bring; thy grace and clemency as re» 
ded in Jes us, the Son of thy love, the blefſed - 
econciler of God to man. | 
O whither las my folly reduced me? With what 
rds ſhall I chuſe to addreſs me? © Pardon my 
iniquity, O Lord, for it is great :” ſurprizing ar- 
ment: yet this will magnify thy goodneſs, and 
d me an eternal theme to praiſe thee : "twill add 
emphaſis to all my grateful ſongs, and tune my 
ip to everlaſting harmony. The ranſomed of the 
rd ſhall join with me, while this glorious inſtance ' 
thy grace excites their wonder, and my unbounds- | 
gratitude; thus ſhall thy glory be exalted. 

0 Loxp Gop, permit a poor worthleſs creature 
plead a little with theez What profit, what tri - 
ph to the Almighty will my perdition be? Mere 
is thy brighteſt attribute ; this gives thee all thy 
elineſs, and completes thy beauty. By names of 
hdneſs and indulgences thou haſt choſen to reveal 


- thyſelf, 
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thyſelf to men; by titles of the moſt tender impo 
thou haſt made thyſelf known to my ſoul ; til; 
| which thou doſt not yet diſdain, but are till eo 
! | paſſionate and reedy to pardon. 

hut that thou haſt oc wilt forgive me, O my Gu 
| 
| 
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aggravates my guilt, And wilt thou indeed forgi 
me? Wilt thou remit the gloomy ſcore, and teſte 
| the privilege I have forſcited? Wondrous love | 
ſtoniſhing benignity ! let me neyer live to repeat t 
ingratitude ; let me never live to break my penitei 
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rows ; let me die ere that unhappy moment arrive. Wo, 
| f W. 
XIII. Tas AssnNcE of GOD on EARTA. 1 
| | | Th 
HAT is hell, what is damnation, but! hy 
excluſion from thy preſence 2? *Tis the want 
i of that which gives the regions of darkneſs all the gut 
K horror. What is heaven, what are the ſatisfactiꝗ be 


of angels, but the views of-thy glory; what but th 
* ſmiles and complacence are the ſprings of their in 
mortal tranſports? | 

Without the light of thy countenance, what pri 

vilege i is my being? What canſt thou thyſelf give mt 

7! to countervail the infinite loſs ; Could the riches, the 

empty glories, . and inſipid pleaſures of the world 
compence me for it? Ah! no. Not all the variet 

of the creation could ſatisfy me while I am deprivelM th 

of thee : let the ambitious, the licentious and core 

tous, ſhare theſe trifles among themſelves they ail 


no amuſements for my dejected thoughts. . ie 

There was a time (but'ah! that happy time WiWſhe 

paſt, thoſe bliſsful minutes gone) when with a e, 

deſt aſſurance I could call Ives 0 my father, my d Ind 
80 * might 
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mighty friend, my defence, my hope, and my ex- 
ceeding great re Vatd but thoſe glorious advan- 
es are loſt, thoſe raviſhing proſpects withdrawn, 
| to my trembling ſou! thou doſt no more appear 
t 2s a conſuming fire,” an inacceſſible majeſt y, my 
ere judge, and my ompipotent adverſary ; and 
o ſhall deliver me ont of thy hands? Where (hall 
ind a ſheltet from thy wrath ? What ſhades can 
me from thy all-feting eye ? Ts I 
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One glance from thee, one piercing ray, 3 
Would Kindle darkheſd into day f 
The vait of night is no diſguiſe, — 
No ſcreen tom thy all-fearthing eyes : rr 
Thro* mitf-night ſhades thou find' thy way, 
And in the blazing noon of dax. 


But will che Lord caft me off for ever ? Win he 
be favourable no more? Has God indeed forgotten 
to be gracious ?” Will he ſhut out my prayer for 
„ and muſt I never behold my Maker? Muſt 'F 
t meet theſe ſmiles that fill the heavenly 'inha» 
nts with unutterable joys ? thoſe ſmiles which 
ighten the celeftiat region, and make everlaſting 
above 7 In vain then have theſe wretched eyes 
eld the light, in vain am I endued With feaſona- 
faculties and immortal principles 3 alas! what 
|| they prove but everlaſting curſes, if I muſt ne- 


ſee the face of God. 

it a dream? or do I hear 

he voice that ſo delights my ear ?- 

, he o'er hills his ſteps extends, 

and bounding from the cliffs deſcends: 
| GL Now 


Now like a roe outſtrips the wind., TH 


. I And leaves the Pantingahart behind. . Wh i 
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« 1 Lang waited for thee, as they, that wait * 
& morning,” and thy returns are more welcome th 
the ſpringing day light after the horrors of a ng 
| holy night more welcome. than, eaſe to he f 
|| than water to the tbirſiy, or teſt to the weary, g 
veller. How undone was I without thee ? In va 
| while thou art abſent, the world hath tried to ent 
| tain me; all it could offer was like jeſts to dy 
men, or like recyeations, to the. damned. On 
fayour alone my tranquillity depends: deprived 
that, 1 ſhould Ggh for happineſs. in the, midit of 


an 


— — 


paradiſe: „thy loving kindneſs is better than li c 
| and ifa taſte of thy love be thus tranſporting, wth 
extaſies ſhall J know when 1 drink my Fill of i £ 


ſtreams of bliſs that low iron, nd right hand for 
ver: But when — | g 
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hen ſhall this happy day of ne be . 
When ſhall I make a near approach to thee 
Be loſt in ſove and wrapt in ecſtaſy ? 
Oh! When ſhall I behold thee all ſerepe, 
Without this envious cloudy veil between ? 
"Tis true the ſacred elements“ impart 
Thy virtual prefence to my, faithful heart, 
But to my ſenſe ſtill unreveal'd thou art. 

This, tho' a great, is an imperfe& bliſs, 
To ſee a ſhadow for the God I wiſh; 


* The Lord's ſupper. 
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ou a more eralte J pitch | would fly, 
bod view _— 1 the kei eights of majelty. 7 


EPART from me, ye curſed.” Oh l let 

me never hear thy voice pronounce thoſe 
readful words. With what terrors would that ſen- 
ence pietce my heart, while it thunders in my ears 2 
0b! rather ſpeak me into my primitive nothing, and 
ith one potent word finiſh my exiſtence. + To be 
parated from thee, and curſt with immortality, who 
an ſuſtain the intolerable doom * 


- 


0 dreadful Rite of black nn 
To ſee my God remove, 

And fix my doleful ſtation where 
I muſt not taſte his love, 


— 


A 


nor view the light of thy countenance for ever. Un» 
ltterable"wo ! there is no hell beyond it. Sepata- 
on from God is the depth of miſery. Blackneſs / 
f darkneſs, and eternal night muſt neceſſarily involve 

a ſoul excluded from thy preſence. What life, what 
Jy, what hope i is to be found where th1u art not? 
want words to paint my thoughts of that diſmal 
ate, Oh! Ft ms never be reſerved for that dread - 
ful experience! rather. let looſe thy weath, and in a 
moment reduce me into nothing. | 

oy Depart from thee ! ON! whithec Thhuld I go 
on thee ! Into utter darkneſs ?” Tnat mikes no 
Widition at all to the wretch's miſery that's baniſh'd 
fro, thy face. After "thit Tearful doom, I ſhould 
vitadut conſtraiat ſ:eck out ſhides as dark as bell, 
Fa. being 
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to ment me with a ſcene of | b iſs bich I mult. 


ries of thy court, could bur excite my enyy, aud 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


bing moſt agreeable to my. own deſpair, ; and in. hg 

horrors of eternal night, bewail | Fe loſs. | 

The remembrance of that lo happineſs wol 

render celeſtial day infufferable, The 1; e of. pu 
a 


diſe could not cheer me without thy favour : thy 
ſongs ot angels would but heighten 85 An 


ver taſte, The Gght of thy favourites, and de gh 


* 


me with madneſs, while 1 conlidered myſelf the oh 
je& of thine eternal indignation, nor. could all the 
harmony of heaven allay the hotror of that refl=Ction 

Zhe groan vi the gamu'd, aud the nes 
inſernal caverns, would bettet ſuit wy, grief. Ibe 
to the cries of torme::ted. gbolts, and to the fouy 
of eternal tempeſts, I might join my wild complain 
and lament the loſs of infinite bliſs, and Curſe, mp 
own folly | but all the plagues below if I might ſpe 
my preſent thoughts ſhould not extort a N 
reflection on tbe divine attributes; for I knew | « 
ſerve eternal miſery, and even in hell I think I ſhouk 
confeſs thy juſtice. Thy long experienced glemency 
I am ſure, ought to ſilence my reproaches for eve 
and to all eternity leave thee andlemith's with i 
imputation of cruelty, 

But oh! what agonies would the remembrance i 
thy former favour excite? What exquiſite remorl 
would it give me to recal thoſe, happy moments why 
thou didſt bleſs my. retired devotigns with thy pi 
ſence? After I have reliſhed thoſe divine ente tat 

ments, how bitter would the dregs of thy wrath bf 
Whither would thy frowns fink me, after. Mp have 


joyed the light of my e 
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ii mult. Tofe thy favour, oh! let me forget what 
hat word imports,. and blot for ever f om my re- 
nembrance the joys that a ſenſe of thy ove has ex- 
ited: let no traces of thofe facred t"anfports be 
t on my foul. - | 
Bat muſt I depart from thee into everlaſting fire! 
Double and dreadful curſe! and yet unquenchable 
lames, and infernal chains (if I can judge in this 
fe of ſuch awful futurities) would be leſs terrible 
jan the fenſe of thoſe loſt joys. That loſs would 
ndure no reſſection; the review would be for ever 
nſufferable z the ages of etervity could not diminiſh 
he exquiſite regret ; ſtill it would excite new and 
nutterable NO and rack me with nCnite de- 
pair. 1 
Bleſſed God, pity the ſoul whoſe exttemeſt hows 
[the doom of an eternal departure ſrom thee. Draw 
by ſpirit into the holieſt and: the neareſt union wich 
byſe1f ehat-is poſſible, while ic dwells in this fleſh, 
nd let me here commence that delightful refidence 
nd converſe with God, which neither death nor- 
dgment fhall ever deſtroy, nor ſha}l a Jong eterni- 


ever put a period % it. mn 


V. The -GLorr of G0D in ns Worry of 
ChE ATION, a0 I nen and neren 
'Y being lade distiey flows from thee, hind: 
ſnould I not praiſe my omnipotent Maker ? 
received the laſt breath I drew from thee; thou doſt 
ain my life this very moment, and the next de- 
mas entirely on thy pleaſute. is the dignity of 
natute to know, and my happineſs to praiſe and: 
ue my great original. But, Qtr! thou ſapceme. 
13 of. 


1 
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of all things, how art thou to be entolled by © 
11 man? *© I ſay to corruption, Thon art my fache , 
1 * aud to the warms, ye are my btethten, my d 
( | © are as a hand's breadth, and my liſe is nothing: befc 
I! © thee; but: thou art the ſame, and thy years ner 
„ fail: fromeverlaſting to everlaſting thou art” God, 
1 the incomprehenſible, the immutable Divinity. ſu 

{ language of paradiſe, theſtrains of celeſtial eloquene 
is fall hurt of thy perfeQtions 3 the firſt-born ſons 
ght loſe themſelves in bliſsful aſtoaiſhment in ſearc 
of thy excellencies; eventhey, with ſilent extaſy, ado: 
while thou art 2 ec — | 


1 


5 


The bright the bleſy'd Nininizy ; is n 
And comprehended by himſelf alone. 


Who can conceive the extent of that power, wh 
out of nothing brought materials for a rifing wo 
and from a gloomy nin mores AR DARIN: ; 


n 


Coofuſion 30 the voices vente uproar 
Stood cud; ſtood vaſt infinity confin'd. 


At thy word the pillars of the ſky; were framed 
and us beauteous arches raiſed: thy breath kindlel 
the {tars, adorned the moon with ſilyer rays, and ga 
the ſun its flaming ſplendor. Thou didſt prepatt 
for the waters their capacious bed, and by thy pore 
ſet bounds tothe raging billows ; by thee the valle 
were clothed-in their flowery pride, and the 

'. tains crowned' with groves. In all the wandeld | 
effects of nature, we adore aud confeſs thy power lp 


tuou "Sen thy voice in n and doſt w_ 
| f 


lightning abroad; thou rideſt on the wings of 
* _ the mountains ſmoke, and the ' foreſts 
e at thy approach; the furamer and winter, 
: ſhady night, and the dient revolutions of the days, 
re thinez 


| 
) 
! 
f 


bd, | 
os Theſe are thy glorious: works, Parent of good, 
Almighty ; thine this univerſal frame: 


| Thus Goodrowethepy. yi how.wondrous'then F 


be, if thou art thus iHuftrious in thy works ? if 
diſcoveries of thy power and wiſdom are thus de- 
ghtful, How: ttanſporting ate the manifeſtations of 
| goodueſs. 2 From thee every thing that lives te- 
ies its breath ; and by thee are all upheld in life. 
bby providence reaches the leaſt inſect, for thou art 
xd, and thy care extends to all thy works, Thou 
edeſt the. ravens, and doſt provide the young lions. 
ir prey ; thou ſcattereſt thy bleſſings with a liberal 
Wand on the whole creation; man, ungrateful man, 
rzely pattakes thy bounty. Thou cauſeſt thy rain 
o deſcend, and * thy ſun to ſhine on the evit 

nd unthankful ; “for thou art 9 nt wy mer 
| 4 endureth fos: ever.” 


cls 


ouly manifaſt;; but oh | how much more glorioufſly- 
thou revealed, as reconciling ungcateful enemies 
thyielf by the blood of thy eternal Son ? Here 
bene ſicence diſplays its brighteſt ſplendor : here 
ou. doft. ſully diſceyer thy molt magnificent ticles, 
HE LORD, THE LORD GOD, MERCIFUL AN 
lous, LONG-SUFFERING, AND ABUNDANT 
8 GUODNESS |. How: RO are thy ways, 

1 hs and 


But OF what muſt thy eſfential majeſty and we 


As the Creator and Preſerver of man, tho art . | 


- 
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Wich coldaeſs and contempt I vie theſe tranſitory gl 


face behold my triumphant Wenge. 


in the tents of Kedar?” Wheu will the weariſv1 


$ 7 
% and thy paths paſt finding out?“ Infinite dey 
of love, never to be expreſſed by human langny 
and yet ſhould mam be filent, the ſtones the mſel 
would ſpeak, and the mute creation fine a voice 
upbraid his ungrateful folly. 


XVI. Longing for ang Semi giof ounne 
Noux, loans zn come a Oh! com 

leſt my expectations faint, leſt I grow wes 

and murmur at thy long delay. I am tired wi 
theſe vanities, and the world grows every day m 
unentertaining and inſipid; it has now loſt its cha 
and finds my heart infenſible to all its allurem 


ties, inſpired with nobler proſpects and vaſter expe& 
tions by faith, I ſee the promiſed land, and every d 
brings me nearer the poſſeſhon of my heavenly in 
xitance, Then ſhall I ſee God and live, and face 


And i in- his favour find ee! lige. & 

Ye hours and days, cut ſhort your tedious flight 
- Ye months and years (if ſuch allotted be 

In this deteſted barren world for me) 
Wich haſty, revolution roll along. 
I ůlanguiſh with impatience to be nw 

L have nothing here to linger for ; my e 
reſt, my treaſure, and my joys are all above: 'my 
faints for the courts of the Lord, in a dry aud thirly 
land, where there is no refreſhment. 

How long ſhall 4. dweltin Methech, and ſojot 


Joun 


1 


4 


it þ 


ney of life be finiſhed ? When ſhall I ceach-my. 
laſting, home, and a attive at my celeſtial, country. 25 
deart my withes are already there: I DAVE 0 
gige ments to delay my farewel, nothing to det 


anger and n far from my native regis 
"""_ 
My friends Ty: gone * 8 ad are gow rioppty 


ule, and look back with pleaſure on the diſtant 
nger ; death and hell for ever vanguiſhed, leave 
cn in ne pong in 52 ui cinklsſesranquillity and j 1271 | 
bile I, beſet wich a thouſand ſaares, and tired with 
atiaual toll, unſteadily maintain the field, till ac 
e faith lheps in, aſſutes me of the congueſt, and 
eus me the immortal crown. Tis faith tells mg 


for the upright in heart ;” it aſſures me, that my 


on the earth; and though after my. ſkin, worms 
deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh. ſhall I ſee Godz 


vid Jeſus. | This muſt be the language of my 
ul till thou doſt- appear, and theſe my impatient 


Foo me. 0 Lord; to folk on 5 kiraldihing 


a. Lis of ſmall i eta how few there are 


2079, HAT * 


f 0 


here; but wguder au unacquainted ,pilgrim, A 


z ip the ſkies, ſecure of the conqueſt, poſſeſed'gf 
rewards of victoty. They ſur ey the field of | 


t © light js ſown for the righteous, and -gladneſs 


Redeemer lives, and that he ſhall and the laſt day 


whom I ſhall ſee for myfelf, and not another; and 
theſe eyes ſhall bebold, though my ceins be cpn- 
ſumed within me.” Amen. Even ſo come, 


eathings after thee. Till { ſee thy ſalvation 
y heart and my fleſh will are the living 


Gay ;” ſhorten the ſpaces and let it be full of ac» 


' 


1 4 


— 


. — —— —ę— 


— CO — — —- — - = 
— ———ů— — — — — — — Cx — 


* 


PAIN ee e 6b el MEI ee 


4 


— — 4 . — * — 4 —— — _ 


1 


460 pEVO Ur EXERCIGE Ss 


of theſe neue circles of days and bouts, (0 Bf 
t well ned up Ar devotion, and With a 


' 11 e 95 I 271 {1 1 11 

er W. eee nemanct dc Te $ 
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, xvii. Seth me AFTER 2 an 0 GOD. 1 
ch 


H ! let not the Lord be angry, ang 1 I ok 

but duſt will peak“; why doſt thou withdri 
thyſelf, and ſuffer me to purſue | thee in vain! ? 11 
furtounded with thy immenſity, why : am [I thus i 
. ſenfible of thee? Why do 1 not find thee if th 
art every where preſent ? 1 ſearch thee in the 
ple, where thou haſt often met me; there I be 
ſeen the traces of thy majeſty and beauty; but th 
Tacred viſions bleſs my fight no more. 1 ſear 
thee in my ſecret retirements, where I have call 
upon thy name, and often heard the whiſpers of ti 
voice; that celeſtial converſation hath often reach 
and raptured my foul, but I am ſolaced no md 
with thoſe divine condeſcenſious ; I liſten, but h: 
thoſe gentle ſounds no more, 1 Pine and languil 
but thou ſtyeſt ne till; I withet in thy abſence, 
a @:00ping plant for the reviving fun. W 
O when wilt thou ſcatter this melancholy dui, 
neſs? When*ſhalt the ſhadows flee before thee K 
When ſhall the cheerful glory of thy grace da 
upon my mind at thy approach ?* I ſhall rerite 


thy light; my vital fpirics will confeſs thy preſenc tn 
grief aud anxiety will vaniſh before thee, and i 4 
mort joys ſurcound my foul. 4 


wb F 


Mere thou art preſent, heaven and happineſs: 
ſug ; hell and damnation fills the brealt where th 
t tent. "White God withdtraws, I' am ent 


d with datsueſs and Jetpar 3 the ſun and | 
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ine. with an, uncomfortable htte the face, of my 
ends grow tifeſomeg. the. miles, of angels would 
il to cheer my Tanguilhing. ſpirit. oY grow unge- 
viinted with tranquillity z peace and joy are er 
unds to me, and words without a meaning. 
Tell me not of glory and pleaſure, there are no 
< things without my God; while be withdraws, 
hat delight can theſe trilles afford? ? All that amuſes 
ankind, are but dreams of happineſs, ſhades and fan» 
ick appearances: what compenſation can they 
ake for an infinite good departed? All nature 
anhot repair r my loſs: heaven and earth would of - 
r their treaſures in vain not all the king doms of 
is world, nor the thrones of archangels, could give 
le a recompeuſe for an abſent God,, ,. | 
O where can my grief find redreſs ? Whence 
n 1 draw ſatisfaction when the fountain of; joy ſeals 
it ſtreams ? My Corrows are hopeleſs, till he re- 
mz without him my night will never ſee a dawn, 
extend to everlaſting dackneſs: content and joy 
e eternal ſtrangers to my breaſt. Had I all things 
thin the compaſs of creation to delight me, his 
owns would blaſt my_enjoyment : unreconciled to 


> -: ; a 

Eren now, while I believe ay lors hid from me 
t with a tranſient eclipſe, while I wait for thy re- 
Im as for the dawning day, my ſoul ſuffers inex- 


nger, and days are lengthened into ages: but, Lord, 
tat keener anguiſh ſhould I feel, did* I think chy 
ſence had totally forſaken me; did I imagine th 

44 ſhould no more ariſe on my ſoul? My ſpirits. 
at the (oppoſition: I caunot face the dreadſul 


"od, my ſoul would be for ever at variance with it- 


deſidle agonies at the delay; the minutes ſeem to 


apprehenſiou 
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| ther, let me forget the name of happineſs, and let 
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apprehepflons of my God for ever gone. 1s it u 
hell in fts moſt horrid proſpec, eternal darkneſs, x 
the undying worm, infmite ruin and irreparable 4 
mage? Compared to this, what were all the plague 
that earth could threaten, or hell invent ? What 
diſgrace, and poverty, and pain? What's all thy 
mortals fear, real or imaginary evils 5 They are u 
thing compared to the ter tors which the thought ( 
loſing my God excites. / | 
O thou, who art my boundlefs treaſure,” my i 
nite delight, my all, my ineffable portion, can 1 pat 
with thee? I may ſee without light, and breat) 
without air, ſobner than be bleſſed without my Gol 
Happineſs'ſeparate from thee were a contradiction 
an impoſſibility (if I dare ſpeak it) to Ominipotend 
itſelf. I feel a flame which the moſt glorious creatic 
could not ſatisfy; an emptineſs which nothing but 
jofinite love could fill. I muſt fitid thee; ot wearſ 
myſelf in an erernat purſuit. Norhing hall diven 
me in the endleſs ſearch, no obſtacle ſhall fright me 
back, no allurement with-hold me, nothing hal 
flatter or relieve my impatience ; my bliſs, my hes 
ven, my all depends on the ſucceſs. Shew me 
where thou art, O my God, conduct me to thy 
preſence, and let thy love gonkne me there for e. 
ver. FH 


XVIII. APPEALS to GOD CONCERNING the 
SUPREMACY of Lovs to Him. 


GOD, when I ceaſe to love and praiſe thet, 
let me ceaſe to breathe and live, when I forgel 


erer pleaſing idea be razed from my memory. Whel 
| thos 


_ il 
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Pd 

du art not my ſupreme delight, let all things elſe 

ceive me; let me grow unacquainted with peace, 

d ſcek repoſe in vain : let delufions mock my gay- 

hopes, let my deſires find no ſatisfaction, till they 

e terminated all in thee. When 1 forget the ſa- 


ſtranger to my ſoul; when I prefer not that to 
y chiefeſt joy, let me be inſenſible of all delight 
hen thy benignity is not dearer to me than life, lee 
at become my burden and my pain. 

Search the inmoſt receſſes of my heart, and if thou 
deſt any competitor there, remove the darling 
nity and blot every name but thine from my breaſt. 
t me find nothing but emptineſs in the creature, 
jen I forſake the all- ſufficient Creator: let the 
eams be cut off when I wander away, and aban- 
he fountain. Let me be deſtitute of aſſiſtance 
11 ceaſe to rely on thee: let my lips be for e- 
r flent when they refuſe to acknowledge thy be- 
fits, and make not thee the ſubject of their high; 
praiſe. Let no joyful ſtrain enter at my ears, 
hen thy name is not the mott delightful ſound they 
nconvey to my heart. 

| have been pronouncing heavy curſes on myſelf, 

thy love be not my chief bleſſing; yet, O my 

areſt good, my portion and my only felicity, might 
not go on further till, and even venture immortal 
s in the Gncerity of my love to thee ? Blefſed 
id, forgive theſe dangerous efforts of a mortal 
ugue, which are the mere outbreakings of a fer- 
it affection. I could even dare to pledge all my 
pes and my pretenſions of future happineſs, (and 
let not my heart deceive me) I think I could 
que them all, if thou thyſelf, art not the object of 
hod 8 my 
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actions of thy love, O my God, let pleaſure be 
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my brighteſt hopes, and the light of thy countenz 5 
the height of that expected happineſs. 

If 1 deſire any thing in heaven or on earth in cn 
pariſon of thee, I am almoſt ready to ſay, baniſh 
as an eternal exile from the light of-paradiſe; 4 
ven that paradiſe would be melancholy. darknels wit 
out thee, and the obſcureft corner of the creati 
blefſed with thy preſence, would be more agrees 
"Oh ! where could I be. happy remote from the 
What imaginable- good could ſupply thy ableag 
Say; O my, God, do I not love thee? Shall! 
the holy angels to witneſs ? ſhall I call heaven x 
earth to witneſs ? Will not the moſt high God hi 
ſelf, the -poſſetior of heaven and earth, con 
ſcend to witneſs the ardour and fincerity of 1 
love ? 

With what pleaſure-do 1 reflect on the obligai 
by which I have: devoted myſelf to thee? my 
collects nfelf, and with an entire aſſent gives up 
its powers to thee: I would bind myſelf uxto tt 
beyond. all the ties that mortals know. Ye mi 
ſters of light, give me your flames, and teach 
your celeſtial forms: lend all the noble and pathet 
and ſolemu as your own 1mmortal-yows, and 1 
joyfully go through them all to bind myſelf to! 
Cd, for ever. Say, now, ye heavens and earth, 
ye holy angels, and O thou all toons God, 
do 1 not love thee 7 : 
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Xx. A DEvVouT Rar run, or Love to GOD | 
' INEXPRESSIBLE. | 


” 4 — —— 


HOU radiant ſun, thou moon, and all ye 
ſparkling ſtats, how gladly would I, leave your 
eaſant light to ſee the face of God? Ye cryſtal 
reams, ye groves and flowery lawns, my innocent 
ights, how joy fully could I leaye you to meet that [} 
iſsful proſpect! And ye delightful faces of my, 1 
ends, I would this mament quit y6u all to ſee him 1 
hom my ſoul loves ; ſo loves that I can find. no 
ords to expreſs the unutterable ardour: not ay the 
iſer loves his wealth, nor the ambitious his gran- 
ur; not as the libertfne his pleaſure, or the ge- 
rous man his friend; theſe are flat Gmilitudes to 
(cribe ſuch an intenſe paſhon ag mine. Not as a 
an ſcorched in a fever, logs for a cooling draught? 
it as a weary traveller wiſhes for ſoft repoſe ; my 
tleſs deſires ad mĩt of no equal compariſon. from theſe. 
love my friend ; my vital breath and the hight 
heaven are dear to me: bat ſhould I ſay, I love 
y God as I love theſe, I ſhould belie the ſacred 
ame which aſpires to infinity. Lis thee, abſtracts 
thee, O uncreated beauty, that I loye 3 in thee, 
y wiſhes ate all terminated; in thee, as in their 
iſsful centre, all my deſires meet, and there they 
uſt be eterually fixed ; Lis thou alone that muſk 
Inſtitute my happineſs. 

Were the harps of angels filent, there would be 
umony for me in the whiſpers of thy love: were 
e fields of light darkened, thy ſmiles would bleſs 
& with everlaſting day: the viſion of thy face will 
raft my eyes, nor give me leiſure to waſte a look 
es objects to all eternity, any further than | 
' God, 
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52 or THE HEART 


| God is to be ſeen in his creatures. All their beans 
1 of grace, and joy, and glory, are derived from the, 
, the eternal Son, and will merit my attention no fy 
[- ther than they reflect of thy image, or diſcover (| 
excellencies. of | 
Even at this diſtance, encompaſſed with the ſhads 
of death, and the miſts of darkneſs, in theſe coll 
melancholy regions, when a ray of thy love bte⸗ 
in on my ſou], when through the clouds I can tra 
but one feeble beam, even that obſcures all hun 
| glory, and gives me a contempt for whatever me 


[11 
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| tality can boaſt, What wonders then will the of be 
| - viſion of thy face effect, when I ſhall enjoy it in Me 
| ſublime a degree, that the mTYgnificence of the . 
| will not draw my regard, nor the converſe of ang mid 
| divert my thoughts from thee 2 Thou wilt engrol 
my everlaſting attention, and I ſhall abound in lg" 
| city, if I bad nothing to entertain me but immediaf"*® 
J communion with the infinite Divinity. 2 
| Mend thy pace, old lazy time, and ſhake thy be“ 
| vy ſands z make ſhorter circles, ye rolling planen el 
when will your deſtined courſes be fulfilled ? The 4 
c 


| 
| reſtleſs ſun, how long wilt thou travel the celeſti 
| road? When will thy ſtarry walk be finiſhed ? Whe 
| will the commiſſioned angel arreſt thee in thy pt 
| greſs, and lifring up his hand, ſwear by the unutt 
| rable name, „that time ſhall be no more?” Oh 
| py period! my impatient ſoul ſprings forward. tol 
| lute thee, and leaves the lagging days, and month 
and years far behind. Make haſte, my belote 
„ and be like a roe, or a young hart on the (pi 
„ mountains.” 

I pine, I die for the ſight of thy countenan 


oh ! turn the yeil aſide, blow away the ſeparatl 
clot 
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Mud z pull out the pins of this tabernacle, break 
he cords, and let fall the curtain of mortality. 
let jtinterpoſe no longer between me arid my 
xerfet bliſs. I feel thoſe flanes of divine love, 
hich are unextinguiſhable as the lights of heaven, 
ot death itſelf ſhall quench the ſacred ardour. 

Ye miniſters of light, ye guardians of the juſt, 
und and witneſs to my vows z and in a humble de- 
xendence on thy grace, O Jefus, may I not venture 
o bid choſe thy flaming miniſters proteſt againſt me 
ben I change my love, and ſtand my accuſers at 
he laſt judgment? When I prove falſe to thee, may 

not venture to fay to them all, Bring in your awful 
ridence, and proclaim my perjury. 
or you have liſten'd while the ſacred name, 

That kindles in each heavenly breaſt a flame, 

ou liſten'd while it melted on my tongue, ; 
low'd from my lips, and grac'd the midnight ſong, 
Pleis'd was the time, and ſwiftly fled the hours 
Vbilc holy love employ'd my nobleſt powers: 
the heavens appear'd; and the propitious ſkies 

nv<il'd their inmoſt glories to my eyes. 

a | (tay, 1 cry'd, ye happy moments, ſtay, 
Nor in your flight ſnatch theſe delights away: 
alk no more the riſing ſun to view, 

ko mortals and their hopes I bid adieu. 


Theſe heavens and this earth have been witneſ⸗ 
$ to my vows: the holy angels have been wit- 
elſes, and all will join together to gondemn m- 
ren I violate my faith. [Strengthen and confirm 
© my Saviour, and make the bonds of it immot- 
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If I were only to reaſon upon this ſubject, Imigh 
ſay, what motive could earth, what could hell, wha 
could heaven itſelf propoſe to tempt my ſoul 
change its love? What could they lay in the balang 
againſt an infinite good? What could be thrown j 
as a ſtake againſt the favour of God? Aſk. the hay 
py fouls who know what the light of his countcnanct 
imports, who drink in joy and immortality. from hi 
ſmiles, aſk them what value they ſet on their enjoy 
ments; aſk them what in heaven or earth thou! 
purchaſe one- moment's interval of their. bliſs; ak 
tome radiant ſeraph, amidſt the fervency of hj 
Taptures, at what price he values his happineſs : ar 
when theſe have named the purchaſe, earth and hel 
m-7 try to balance mine. Let them ſpread the bai 
that tempt deluded men to ruin; let tiches, honou 
beauty, and bewitching pleaſure appear in all thei 
charms, the fenfuality of the preſent and paſt age 
the Perſian delicacy and the Roman pride; let th 
uncover the golden mines, and diſcloſe the ruh 
ſparkling in its bed; let them open the veins d 
ſapphire, and thew the diamond glittering in it 
rock; let them all be thrown into the balance; ala 
their weight is too little and too light. Let the pi 
g:ant- es of ſtate be added, imperial titles, and the 


K 
Ila. 
. 
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nanc 
mor! 


laſti 


eulig ot majeſty: put in all that boundleſs vanit 

imagines, or wild ambition craves, crowns and ſcey m: 
tres, regal veſtments and golden thrones, jolit 
the fcale ſtill mounts, Throw in the wor mn 
entire —— tis unſubſtantial, and light as airy wy | 


nity. | N 8 
Are theſe thy higheſt boaſts, O deluding world! 
—— Ye mi:uſters of darkneſs, have ye nothing ell 


to oifer ? Are theſe your utmoſt propoſals? Al 
the 


* r onmumn nyo omnu wy mo er twy ww err rare ey 
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jeſe a compenſation for the Favour os. Gop 7 
zlas! that boundleſs word has a meaning which. 
t- weighs them all: infinite delight, unconceiva- 
le joy are expreſſed in it; the light of his counte · 
moce ſignifies more than angels can deſcribe, or: 
mortality imagine: and ſhall I quit all that an ever - 
laſting heaven. means for empty thadows ?- 

Go ye baffled tempters, go offer your toys to mads 
nen and fools z. they all vaniſh.under my ſcorn, and 
nnot yield ſo much as.an.amuſement to my aſpir- 
ing thoughts, The. fun in all his ſpacious circuit, 
xhold nothing to tempt. my wiſhes. Theſe wind- 
ng (kjes in alt their ample round. contain nothing 
qual to my deſires; my ambition has far different 
nds, and other proſpects in view; nothing below 
e joys of angels can ſatisfy me. 

Let me explore the worlds of life and We and 
ind a path to the dazzling receſſes of the Moſt High: 
me drink at the fountain-head of pleaſure, and 
lerive all that I want from original and uncreated 
bvineſs ar, felicity. 

O divine love-! let. me launch out into thy plea- 
furable depths, and be ſwallowed up in thee : let me 
plunge at once in immortal joy, and laſe myſelf in 
the infinite ocean of happineſs. 

Till then I pine for my. celeſtial country; till then 
murmur to the winds and ſtreams, and tell the 
ſolitary ſhades my grief. The groves are conſc 18 
my complaints, and the moon and ſtars liſten to 
uy ſighs z by their ſilent lights I talk. over my hea- 
ily concerns, and give a vent to my: divine atffec- 
lons in mortal language; then looking upward, I 
pow impatient to reach the milky. way, the ſeats of 
Py ard immortality. 
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Come love, come life, and that bleſy'd wy 
For which I languiſh, come away 

When this dry foul, theſe eyes ſhall ſee; 
And drink the unſeal'd ſource of thee, =o 


Oh come, I cry, thou whom my ſoul loveth: | 


would go on, but want expreſſion, and vainly trug 


gl: with the unutterable thought. 

Tell me, you ſons of light, who felt the force q 
theſe celeſtial fires, in what language you paint their 
ſacred violence? Or do the tongues of ſeraphs faul 
ter? Does the language of paradiſe want emphaſy 
here, and immortal eloquence fail ? Surely your 
happineſs is more perfect than all your deſcription 
of it: heaven echoes to your charming notes as fat 
as they reach, while divine love, which is all you 
fong, is infinite, and knows no limits of degree 0 
duration. 

Yet I would ſay, ſome gentle ſpirit come and is 
ſtruct me in your art; lend me a golden harp, an 
guide the ſacred flight: let me imitate v,ur devo 
ſtrains, let me copy your harmony, and then 


Some of the faireſt choir above, 
Shall flock around nay ſong, 

With joy to hear the name they love 
Sound from a mortal tongue. 

Bleſſed and immortal creatures, I long to join with 
you in your celeſtial ſtyle of adoration and love, I long 
to learn your extaſies of worſhip aud joy in al 
guage which mortals cannot pronounce, and to ſpe 
the divine paſſion of my ſoul in words which 


now unſpeakable, 
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XX. SELF-REPROOF for INACTIVITY. 


to the third heavens, and ere a few weeks have 
fled over me, I ſhould find myſclf creeping among 
he inſects of the earth, and almo as meanly buſi- 
das they? Can divine love, which exalted me late- 
into flaming tranſports, ſo far ſubſide and grow 
fol within me? Can it leave me fo unactive as I now 
feel myſelf? W hat ſhall I do to ſhame my conſcience 
ith reproaches, and renew my flame to religious 
neal and vigour. 

Alas] how does the activity of inen about the lit- 
le affairs of human life condemn my negligence in 
matters of everlaſting conſequence? Does the fond 
lover with ſuch anxiety and impatience purſue the 
object of his wiſhes, and ſhall not divine beauty and 
infinite lovelineſs infame my deſires. to a- nobles 
height, and exci:e my languiſhing devotion ? 

Are the ambitious ſo reftleſs and ſolicitous to make 
themſelves great and to purchaſe the veneration of 
lools? Do they lay ſuch mighty projects, and coms 
paſs their deſigns with. ſuch pains and difficulty, for 
mere. pageantry and gaudy trifles ; and ſhall I, who 
am a candidate for heaven, a.probationer for celeſtial 
dignity,. loſe my title for want of, diligence ? Shall 
L faint in the noble ſtrife when God and angels are 
Kady to aſſiſt me, and every moment's toil will de 
recompenſed with eternal ages of ceſt and triumph s 
dee, ſee, the moments fly, the labour ſhortens, and 
de immenſe reward draws near 3 the palm of victo- 
V. the ſtarry crown are in viewz the bappy tealms 
and aclds of light entertain me with. their glorious, 


pro . 


8 it poſſible that I ſhould one day be rapt almoſt. 
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powers, and let it never, never be thy reproach, tha 
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proſpect. Rouze thee, my ſoul, to the moſt aQiy 
purſuit of theſe felicities : waken all thy ſprighyj 


the vigour and intenſeneſs of thy deſire, or that th 


boly induſtry ſhould fink ſo far below the fervour d E 
thoſe affections, which in a devout hour thou ha 

: epte 

pronounced inex;- eſſible. A 

O Lord, what a mutable thing is man? what fraj * 

ty works in this ſeſh and blood, and hangs hea * 


upon our better powers ? Tis grace, divine grace 
lone, can keep alive that immortal fpark within u 
which came firſt from heaven, and firſt taught o. 
hearts to ariſe and ſpring upward. Preſerve at 
complete thy own work, Almighty Grace. 


XXI. AJoreuL VIEW of 4PPROACHING DEATH 
Death, where is thy ſting? where is thy boaſ 

ed victory? the conqueſt is mine; I hi 

paſs in triumph through thy dark dominions, a 
through the grace of the Son of God, my divine 
leader, I ſhall apyear there not a captive but a cot 
queror. | 
O king of terrors, where are thy formidable look 

I can fee nothing dreadful in thy aſpect: thou af 
peareſt with no tokens of defiance, nor doſt tho 
come with ſummons from a ſevere judge; but genti 
invitations from my bleſſed Redeemer, who h 
paſſed gloriouſly throagh thy territories, in bis v 
to his throne. | 
Tarice welcome, thou kind mefſenger of my | 
berty and happineſs! a thouſand times more welco 
than jubilce to the wretched ſlave, than pardon to 
condemned malefactor: 1 am going from darknel 


ws. , ' 
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1 confinement to immenſe light and perfect liber- 
tom theſe tempeſtuous regions to the ſoft and 
eacelul climes"above z from pain and grief to ever- 
ating eaſe and tranquillity. For the toils of virtue, 
all immediately receive its vaſt rewards, for the 
proach of fools, the honour and applauſe of an- 
els, In a few minutes I ſhall be higher than 
onder ſtars, and brighter far than they. T ſhall 
ange the boundleſs ether, and breathe the balmy 
ir of paradiſe. I ſhall preſently behold my glo- 
ious Maker, and hog e to my exalted Sa- 
our. | 

And now come, ye ** " liens. of- the juſt, 
onduct me through the unknown and trackleſs e- 
her, for you paſs and repaſs the celeſtial read con- 
inually; you have commiſſion not to leave me 
ll I arrive at Mount Zion, the heavenly Feruſalem, 
he.city of the living God 5 till I come to the innu- 

erable company of . and the ſpirits of juſt 
nen made perfect. 

Hold out, faith and patience; e but a little 
hile and your work will be at an end; but a few 

oments and theſe ſighs and groans hall be con- 
erted into (everlaſting ballel1jabs: but a few wea- 
y ſteps. and the journey of life will be finiſhed. 
Une effort more, and 1 ſhall have gained the top of 
he everlaſting hills, and from yonder bright ſum» 
it hall preſently look back on the dangers I have 
ſcaped in my travels through the wilderneſs. 

Roll faſter on, ye lingring minutes; the nearer 
my joys the more' impatient I am to ſeize them: af» 
tr theſe painful agonies how greedily ſhall I drink 
a immortal eaſe and pleaſure ? Break away, ye 
hick clouds, begone ye envious ſhades, and let me 


behold 
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behold the glories ye conceal: let me ſee the pn 
miſed land, and ſurvey the happy regions I am in 
mediately to poſſeſs. How long will you interpol 
between me and my bright Sun? between me an 
the unclouded face of God ? Look up, my foul, ſa 
how ſweetly thoſe reviving beams break forth ! ho 
they diſpel the gloom and gild the ſhades of deat 
O bleſt eternity! with what à cheerful ſplendy 
oſt thou dawn on my ſoul? Wighthee comes 
berty, and peace, and love, a leſs felicitj 


e 


but pain, and get and tumult, and death, 


darkneſs vaniſh, y ghee for ever. I am juſt ij 
happy realms where uni.it! 
rupted day = eternal ſpring refide : yonder are tit 
detectable hills and harmonious vales which cont 
nually echo to the ſongs of angels. There the blil 
ful fields extend their verdure, and there thc in 
mortal groves aſcend ; but how dazzling is thy pr. 
ſpect, O city of God, of whom ſuch glorious thin; 
are ſpoke ? In thee “ there ſhall be no more nig 
« nor need of the ſun or moon;” for the throned 
God, and of the Lamb is in the midſt of th 
and the nations that are ſaved ſhall walk in t! 
« light, and the kings of the earth ſhall bring the, 
« glory and honour into thee, and there the glotioi 
* Lord ſhall be to us a place of defence, a place i 
te ftreams and broad civers,” and the voice of jo 
and ſhout of triumph ſhall ve heard in 00s for 

ver. 


There holy ſouls perpetual ſabbaths keep, 
And never are concern'd for food and fleep : 
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gwecome iat wih wreacns of light are | 


P cxown'd, | 
„ A pne iy 1759 ee and ſacred Pete ſound | 
7 There faming ſeraphs ſacred hymns. begin, | 
7 Aud pal cherubs loud reſponſes. fag... | 
I 
r NV eyes ſhall there behold wing in his beauty,” j 
5 oh! how taviſhing wAT the aſpects of his love Fl 
bat e li hall I feel, when, 1 
cf boſe dep enlighten ncaven*and-exhi- - Ml 
; 4 all 8 dens! r When ſhall 1 view 4 


beat! 4430 enge Podng cloud to 
ur 
ecnity? W. ae * the fountains 
joy, and in theſc rirefs Mare that flaw from 
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bis right hand for ever? 2 mW 
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XII. AD EVvOUT RESIGNATION of SELF to the ll 


| 
- Divine PowER and GooLNEss, | : bl 
TY all · ſuſſicient friend, "ec my .fhield, and my | 
4 N 4 te exceeding great reward“ I-have enough « 
1 mbounded avarice can covet nothing beyond thee 
ee foul whom thou doit not ſuffice, deſerves to be eter- 
bein Poor. Thou ah my ſupreme happineſs, my vo- 
untary choice: I took My love for any treaſure in that 
eſt day when I entereQi:ito coveuant with the and 
, W*-caine thine: 1 made n articles/ with thee, for the | | 
lencithips, the honours a plgdſures of the world.; 
ut ſolemuly 2 them all, and choſe thy fa» 
our for my ſingle ahexitance, leaving the conduct 
my life entirely to thee. 
Theſe were my vows, and theſe I haye oſten re · 
wed ; and (hall I now retract ſuch ſacred ohliga- 
ons, and alter a choice ſo juſt- and reafonable ? 
11 Forbid 
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Forbid it, gracious God ! let me never be evilty « 
ſuch madneſs ; the world has often diſappointed n 
moſt e een expectations, but thou haſt never d 
ceived me. In al! my diſtreſs I have found thee 
certain refuge, © my ſhield, my fortreſs, my big 
tower, my deliverer, my rock, and be in whom! 
truſt” When there was none to ſave me, thy poy 
erful hand has ſet me free; thou haſt redreſſed n 
gric vancet, and diſſipated my fears: thou baſt brougi 
me light out of obſcurity, pd turned my .darkak 
into day. FO 

When the world could . nothing but ten 
peſt and diſorder, With chee I have found repoſe 25 
undiſturbed tranquillity. Thou haſt been my long 
experienced refuge, my unfailing confidence, and! 
ſteadily depend on thee for my future conduct, I ca 
not err when guided by thy infinite wiſdom I mul 
be ſaſe in the arms of eternal love, to which 1 bumbl 
Let me have riches or poverty, be 
nour or contempt; whatever comes from thy hand 
ſhall be thankfully received. I would hear no void 
but thine, nor make a ſtep but where I am following 


| thee. 


If thou wouldſt leave me to chuſe for myſelf, 
would reſign the choice again tothee. I dread nothing 
more than the guidance of my own blind deſires; 
tremble at the thoughts of ſuch a fatal liberty: ave 
gracious God, that miſerable freedom. Thou fort 


ſeeſt all events, and at one ſingle view doſt look tn 
eternal conſequences; therefore do thou determil 
my circumſtances, not to gratify my own wild d 
ſites, but to advance thy glory. 
1 hou haſt an unqueſtioned right to diſpoſe cf 1 
I am thine by neceſſary ties and voluntary engaf 
ment 
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rents, which I thankfully acknowledge and ſolemnly 

tene w; deliberately and entirely I put myſelf into thy 
Mhands. Whatever intereſt I have in this world I ſa- 
Werifice to thee, and leave my deareſt enjoyments to 


thy diſpoſal, acknowledging it my greateſt happineſs 


sede guided by thee. 

Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him?“ 
lat thou who art ſupremely bleſſed, and independent» 
Ms happy, ſhouldſt concern thyſelf, with human affairs, 
id condeſcend to make our wants as much thy care 
2 if mortal miſeries could reach thee, and interrupt 
immortal bleſſedneſs. Thou wouldſt make us ſenſible 
of thine indulgence of the moſt tender Gmilitudes : 
; father's gentle care but faintly ſhadows thine, and 


com pailion, 
Thou doſt ſeem to ſhire of our calamities, and 
ſympathize in all our grief. No ſriend flies to our 
ſiſtance with all the ſpeed that thy love brings thee, 
wor canſt thou ever want methods to relieve thoſe 
ho confide in thee. 

Phy providence finds or makes its way thro? all 
ppolitions: the ſtreams ſhall roll back to their foun- 
tains, the fun fhall ſtand i'll, and the courſe of na- 
ure he reverſed, rather than thou want means to 
bring thy purpoſes to pals. No obſtacle puts a ſtand 
o thy deſigns, nor obſtructs thy methods: tis thy 
ill that makes nature and neceſſicy: who can (tay 
thy band or ſay unto thee, “ what doeſt thou?“ Thy 
ounicl ſhall ſtand, and thou wilt do thy pleaſure. 
Nothing is impoſhble for thee to accompliſh; where» 
fer 1 caſt my eyes, I ſee inſtances of tay power: the 
ended firmament, the fan, and ſtars, teil me what 


: H 2 and 


al we can conceive of human pity falls ſhort of thy 


wu art able to perform; they atteſt thy omaipotence, - 
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and rebuke my unbelief, The whole creation pleads p 
ſor thee, and condemns my infidelity, k 

Almighty God, forgive my dilkdence, while I con. 
feſs, 'tis moſt inexcuſable. Thy hand is not ſhon. 


; ef 
ened, nor are the ſprings of thy bounty fealed; thy * 
ancient miracles have not exhauſted thy ſtrength, ng * 


hath peipetual beneficence impoveriſhed thee; thy 
power remains undiminiſhed, and thy mercy cad i 
reth for ever. 'l hat dazzling attribute ſurrounds ms 
with tranſporting glories: which way ſoever I tum! 
meet the bright conviction: I cannot recal a day q 8 


my paſt life on which ſome ſignature of thy goodneh Ml... 
18 tot ſtamped. eon 
Ch! who hath taſted of thy clemency E” 

In greater meaſure or more oft than I? vaſt; 
Which way ſoc'cr I turn my face or feet, * 

I ſee thy mercy and thy glory meet. = 
befor 


In whatever thou haſt granted, or whatever tho I. 


haſt denied me, thy beneficence has been mingled, 


with every diſpenſation: thou haſt not taken the ou. 
vantage of my follies, nor been ſevere to my fins; 
but thou haſt remembered my frame, and treated me 
with the utmoſt indulgence. Glory be to thy name ;; 
for ever, | _ 


XXIII. RED PEMINC Lovi us | 


Lakes love, the name of every heaven Ye 
A ſong! infinite grace, the wonder of angel telf 
forgive a mortal tongue that attempts thy preite 
and yet ſhould man "be Glent, the mute c:2ati 
would find a voice to upbraid him, 


Ot ONS OY WHY Woe lth ern 


WW Put ob! in what language ſhall I ſpeak ? with 
hat circumſtances ſhall I begin ? Shall I roll back „441 
he volumes of eternity, and begin with the gloriouns 
efign that determined man's redemption before the | 
irth of time, before the confines of the creation | | 


rete fixed ? | 


| 
11 
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Infinite years before the day, — % 
Or heavens began to roll ? 1 


> 
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Shall I ſpeak in general of all the nations of the 4 

"'Wr:deemed? or to excite my own gratitude, ſhall 1 
eonſder thyſelf, thy worthleſs ſelf, included by e- 
ernal degree among the number of thoſe who ſhould | 
hear of a Redeemet's name, and be marked out a | 
parcaker of that immenſe privilege? Before the 
foundations of the hills were laid, the gracious .cfign | 
as formed, and the bleſſed plan of it ſchzmed out 
before the curtains of the ſky were ſpread. 

Vi Lord what is man? what am I ? what is all the 

ed umin race, to be thus regarded? O narrow 

woughts ; and narrow words! here confeſs your de- 
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eas; theſe are heights not to be reached by you. | il 
"WAlorable meaſures of infinite clemency | unſearcha- ö | 
ie riches of grace ! with what aſtonith nent do I ſur» | 
e you I am ſwallowed and loſt in the glorious 
| 


umeuſity. All hail, ye divine myſteries, ye glori- | 
us paths of the unſearchable deity ! let me adore, [ 
dough I can never expreſs you. | 
Let ſhould I be Glent, heaven and earth, nay, hell | 
ar mould reproach me: the damned tacmſelves 
ould call me ungrateful, ſhould I fail to celebrate 
er grace whoſe loſs they are for ever limenting: a 
Ws that leaves them for ever deſperate and undone. 
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6 DEVOUT EXERCISES 


"Tis this grace which tunes the harps of besen 


and yields them an immorts] ſubject of harmony ay 
praiſe. "The {pirirs of juſt men made perfect ſix the 
contemplations here; they adore the glorious my 
ſtery, and while they ſing the wonders of redeeming 
Fove, they aſcribe ſublime and living honours to hi 
that fits on the throne, and to the Lamb for eve: 
And infinitely worthy art thou, O Lord, to receiy 
the grateful homage, Who fhall not praiſe 4 
magnify thy name? Who ſhall deny the tribute d of © 0! 
thy glory? N o 

But, alas! what can mortal man add to these“ 
What can nothingneſs and vanity give? We mur (ir 
mur from the duſt, and attempt thy praiſe from th * a: 
depehs' of miſery ; yet thou doſt condefcend to beg 
and liſten to our broken accents; amidſt the halleMin:c 
Ivjahs of angels our groans aſcend to thee, our con. 
plaints reach thee : from the height of thy happinelsMW* ir 
and from the exaltations of eternal glory thou hallW* 
regard to man, poor wretched man! thou receive * 1; 
his homage, with delight; his praiſes mingle with * c; 
the harmony of angels, nor interrupt the ſacred conf ca 
cord. "thoſe natives of heaven, thoſe morning ita; 
ſing together in their beatitudes, nor diſdain to kt 
the ſons of earth and mortality join with them i 
celebrating the honours=of Jeſus their Lord, 
ours: to him be every tongue devoted, and ler every 
creature for ever praiſe him. Amen. 


XXIV. PLEADING for PAR Don and HoLIN ESS. the: 


ence, the firſt and laſt, “ without beginning 0 


day 's, or end of years;” before the heavens weis 
created 


1 Mmortal ſpring of life, the fountain of all exjit 
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created thou waſt, and ſhall remain unchanged While 
they wax old and decay. Thou art infinitely bleſſed 
thyſelf, thy glory admits of no condition; the prai-. 
es of angels cannot heigoten thy happin-f3, nor the 
MW blaſphemies of hell diminiſh it. Thou canſt doe, et yo np 
bing, and thy power finds no obſtacle. * Thou, 
MM" mideſt heaven and earth, the fer, and the foun- 
4M * tains of water; thou doſt according to thy will in 
« the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants” 
WM © of the earth; thou holdeſt the waters in the hollow 
«of thy band, and meaſureſt out the heavens with 
MW a ſpan: thou comprehendeft the duſt of the earth 
„in a meaſure, and weigheſt the mountains in ſcales, 
"MW * 211d the hills in a balance: thou covereſt thyſelf 
a © with light, as a garment,” and art ſurrounded witir 
AM inacceſſible ſpi-ndour: “ thou art glorious in holis 
nM nes, fearful in praiſes; the heavens are nor clean 
in thy fight, and thou chargeſt thine angels witlr 
al * folly : what then is man that drinks in iniquity 
eine water? What is man that thou art mindful 
Ml of him; that thou doſt thus viſit him?” ? Vis bes 
0 cayſ- thou art good, and thy mercy endureti for 
a rec; mercy is thy prevailing attribute. Thou art 
lei compaſſionate and infinitely gracious, and haſt fully 
u manifeſted thy love and beneficence to the race of 
man in the glorious methods of our redemption from 
everlaſting bondage and death by thy Son Jeſus. 
Therefore with the loweſt reverence, and moſt 
humble gratitude, I dgſite to proſtrate myſelf before 
thee, acknowledging it my greateſt honour, and un» 
deſerved privilege, to approach the Lord, and bow- 
mylelf before the high God; -I that am unworthy to. 
mer thy tremendous name, or once to lift my eyes 
o heaven. To my cn coufudon, I-here confeſs L 


have: 
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have abuſed the mercy which I naw implore, ani WM" 
injared that goodneſs and furbearance by my fins WM 
which I am now addreffing myſelf to, I have forfeit. Wt 
ed the very benefits Isk, and deſpiſed thoſe ſacred th 
privileges which I am forced to plead: I ca we 
ſcarce any motive but what could carry in it my one 
candemaation. Shall I implore thy mercy by the © 
'gracious terms of- the new covenant, ſealed by the 
blood of thy eternal Son? alas, that gracious cove- e; 
nant J have violated, and profaned its ſacred ſeals: is 
I have ſinned againſt the cleareſt light, and tendetet / 
inſtances of love: I have not only broken my oblig»M' © 
tions to thee as a Creator; but the {ſtrongeſt engage. 
ments of thy adoption, even the glorious privilege © 
of being admitted into thy family, and numbered it 
among the children of God. de d 

But ſtill thoſe very circumſtances that aggrarste 
my guilt, exalt thy mercy: here the freeneſs and mays uy 
nificence of thy grace will diſplay itſelf ; here thou 
wilt anſwer the indulgent title of a father in its tens 
dereſt extent; I have no ſins too great for infinite 
elem=ncy to pardon. Thou art God, and not man; 
and as the heavens are as high above the earth, (6 
high are thy ways of compaſſion above all human 
methods. 

| dare not ſet bounds to thy goodneſs, nor affirm, 
that thus far, and no further,” divine patience ex- 
trends. Thou haſt pardoned and reſtored me to thy 
favour too often for me now to deſpair: my pen : 
tent ſighs were never rejected, nor my humble te- 


quelts unanſwered: I have always found the heavens bie 
open, and the throne of God acceſſivle, through dete 
blood of my Redeemer. By his agony and bloody umb 

d 


fweat, by bis croſs aud paſſion, by his paiuful death 
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; Wr gi0rious reſurrection, I implore thy pardon: he 
WW: eds a full atonement, and divine juſtice will 
mand no further ſatisfaction. “ To him give all 
e prophets witneſs, chat thro' bis name, who» 
WM (ocver believes in his name {halt receive remiſſion 
nM of ſos.” 


O bleſſed Jeſus! the hope of the Gentiles, the ſal- 


e promiſed Saviour, who doit anſwer thoſe gloti- 
us titles in their uttermoſt ſignification; to thee, 
y certain, my experienced refuge, I Ay ; O Son 
[God, hear me; O Lamb of Bod, who takeſt 
way the ſins of the world, have mercy on me. 
O I ternal Spirit, the promiſed Comforter, come 
th all thy ſacred conſolations: come and be as dew to 
i: drooping flowers, as rain to the parebed ground; 
i! come with thy reviving light, and diſpel the 
ackneſs that bechruds my ſoul: break in like the 
n after a melancholy night: one beam of thine 
xould melt this frozen, this obdurate heart, and kin- 
le in my ſoul the ſpark of holy love; breathe upon 
ny cold affections, and raiſe them to a ſacted 
ame. | 

Searcher of hearts, from whom nothing is conceals 
1 whoſe venetrating eyes find out hypdcriſy in its 


id art my impartial witneſs that I kneel not here 
vr t!:e riches and honours. ot the world; that I am 
ot poſtrate before thee for the length of days os 
leafurez but that 'tis the kingdom of God, and the 
goteouſneſs thereof, that I ſeck. Give me not my 
ortion with the rich and great, but let me have my 
umble lot with thy children; let me bear contempt 
derifiop, and ſuffer reproach with the people of. 


nion of the ends of the earth; the great Meſſiah, 


arkelt diſguiſe: thou knowelt the defires of my ſoul; 


God 
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God rather than enjoyæ the pleaſures of ſin, Ad 
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eatu 
are but for a ſeaſon. cou 

Thy tavour is the end of all my wiſhes, the cone 
ſtant ſubject of my prayer. Oh ! thou whoſe ex 
are open tothe wants of all thy creatures, who hear 
eſt the young ravens when they cry from their nel 
to thee, who giveſt the men of the world the tran 
tory things they chuſe, wilt thou deny the deſig 2c 
which thou thyſelf doſt inſpire and approve? O ls ©: 
me be filled with that righteouſneſs which I hunge 
and thirſt after, and be fati-hed with thy likenef 
Thou Tanſt not be diminiſhed, whatever perfcic 
thou doſt communicate to the creature; endlels libe 
rality could not make thee poor. 

I aſk no priviledges above the capacity of my n 
ture, nor aſpire to the petfections of angels: | 
beg that I may reach thoſe heights of holineſs een 
divine love, which ſouls inveſted with a mortal bod 


onde 

the 
tm 
mb 


like mine, and encumbred with the ſame kun i 
paſſions, have attained. But in vain I ſtrive to im ho 
tate thoſe bright examples thou halt ſet before me Th 
without any aifiſtance all my endeavours will pro ud 


ſucceſsleſs. Thou knoweſt the frailty of my natur 


and the mighty difficulties I have to encount=r: Rig 
have not only the allurements of the world but Re 
the ſtratagems of hell to engage with, and a treac\Whay 
erous heart within, ready on all occaſions to bett -m. 


me into lin and endleſs perdition : O let my : m9 
tence and danger awaken thy compalhon. 
Remember thy former benignity, O Lord and det 
that engage thee to grant me new ſupplies of that 
grace, by which alone I {hall prove victorious, TI 
bounty to any of the works of thy hands muſt alwa) 
tow from the goodaeſs ot thy own nature; for wil 
creaturt 


„„ WAG EL 6 4) 
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ature can pretend to merit any thing from thee? ' ; 
could urge nothing but thy own infinite mercy, 
I intreat thee not to let me periſh, after the 
anderful things thou haſt. done for my ſoul; after . 19 
the pledges thou haſt given me of thy love, let | 


r Ta: HEAKE 91 | 
| 


t my follies provoke thee to fotſake me; but re- | 
uber thy covenant, and its gracious articles, and 
WF: 2ccording to thy own ineffable benignity which 
i becn the glorious motive of every favour I have | 
Wc:ived frem thee. 3 


F 
* 19 


MERCY. 


al BLESS a thouſand times the beppy day when 
5 firit a beam of heavenly light broke in on my ſoul, ; 
nic: the day-ſtar from on high viſited me, and the \1 
leſtial light began to dawn, I welcomed its cheer- | 
| luſtre, and felt the ſacred influence; the flames 1 
holy love awoke, and holy joys were kindled. 1 
de The earth and all its pageantry diſappeared like 
ds before the morning ſun: the ſcenes of Para- q 
I. were opened, —dcraphicpleaſures and unutterable 
: Wight ; all hail, I cried, you unknown joys you 
Wicxpcrienced pleaſures! compared to you what's all 
es relithed till new? what's earthly beauty and 
may? what all that mortals call charming and 
active? I never lived till now : I knew no more 
in the name of happineſs till now: I have been in 
iream during all the days of my folly, and vanity, ' 
halt now I awake td the life of heaven-born ſpirits, 
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* HOW great and glorious, thou invißble Mon 
univerſal Being, art thou no nearer to be Hu; 
f proached; or do I ſearch thee amiis? Is there Wh 1, 
| corner of the earth unviſited by thee, or any pla 

exempt from thy preſence? I trace thy footſteps Mn 


[ hcaven aud earth, but I cannot overtake thee, Gn 
|: | | 
it Why do I ſeek thee, if thou ait not here ? pe 
1 Or find thee not, if thou art every where ? A 
if Tell me, O my God, and my all, tell me wil n. 
l thou art to be found; for there is the place ci es 
i reit. What imaginable good can ſupply thy ut 
ſence ? Deprived of thee, all that the world coul 
| offer would be like a jeſt to a dying man and pee 


. voke my averſion and diſdain, Tis a God that 


/ 


— 5 | dur 
My wiſhes ſtoop not to a lower aim ing 
| Thou, thou who kindled this immortal flame, 
Which nothing could allay, 
6 . 
| Adieu, adieu to all human things | Let re ft 


my God, the end of all my wiſhes: why dot th 
keep back the face of thy throne ? why does tf 

cloud and ſacred darkneſs conceal thee 2 
Thy voice produc'd the ſeas and ſpheres, 
Bid the waves roll and planets thine 
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vat nothing like thyſelf appears 
Re Thro' all theſe various works of thine. 


O thou fairer than all the works of thy hands, wilt 
hou ever hide thyſelf from a creature that loves and 
ks thee with ſo intenſe defire? I appeal to thee, 


ad unfeigned ? does not my ſoul pant after thee 
incerity which cannot be diſguiſed ? 


For thee. I pine, and am for thee undone 
As drooping flow'rs that want their parent ſun, 


How do my ſpirits languiſh for thee | No ſimili- 
des can expreſs the vehemence of my defires : 
alth and glory, friends and pleafure loſe their 
mes compared to thee. To follow thee 1 would 
ive them all behindz I would leave the whole 
ration, and bid the fields and ſparkling ſkies adieu. 
t the heavens and earth be no more, while thou 
idureſt for ever, I can want no ſupport. My 
ing itſelf, with all its bleſſedneſs, depends entirely 
| thee. * | | | 
Place me far from the bounds of A creation, re- 
bte from all exiſtence but thy on; in that in-ffa» 
t ſolitude let me be loſt, let me expatiate there for 
er, let me run the endleſs rounds of bliſs—but, 
| I flatter myſelf in vain with ſcenes of unat- 
nable happineſs. TI will ſearch thee then, where 
dope thou mayeſt be found. I caſt my eyes to 
bappy beings that ſee thy face unveiled: I ſearch 
e in the flowery meadows, and liſten for thee 
ong the murmuring ſprings: then, ſilent and ab- 
| | I 5 ſtracted 


fi 


) Lord, are not my breathings after thee moſt heacty 


ith a fetvour, which cannot be extinguiſhed, and 
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ſtrated from buman things I ſearch thee in holy n th 


templatian, *Tis.all in vain; nor fields, nor flo he: 
nor clouds, nor ſtars reveal thee. | Let 

Te bappy ſpirits, that meet his ſmiles, and d, a 
his voice, direct a mournful wanderer while I (el, +c 


him whom my ſoul loves, while I ſigh and complaide cla 
and caſt my laguiſhing eyes to yonder happy maniWnt h 
ons; fain would I penetrate the ſtarry, pavilions, re 
look through the ſeparating fitmament: oh ! ant. 
thou wouldſt divide the clouds, that thou woul not 
rend the heavens and give me one glimpſe of ifWhors 
glory! that thou wouldſt diſplay thy beauty, and iir 
the midſt of theſe, earthly) ſcenes, of amuſing vaniſh! re 


give me one moment's interval of celeſtial bleſſe m 
neſs. | » ceſl 
| * | | | Let 
One look of mercy from thy eye, co 
One whiſper of thy voice, - tho 
Exceed a whole eternity mY | me 
E mployed in carnal joys. intte 
Could I the ſpacious eaith command, # al, f 
Or the more boundleſs ſea, | relt 


For one dear hour at thy right-hand. 
I'd give them both away. 

If things were put in juſt balances, and-comput 

ed aright, for the firſt moment of - this. ſatisfacti 

I. am ready to ſay, the whole creation would 


cheaply loſt; how gladly would I reſign all for ſue ©, 
a bliſs! Adieu to human | things; let me find n | 
God, the end of all my wiſhes ; 'tis he whom An 


ſeek, tis he alone can ſatisfy my infinite debr 


Oh ? why doſt thou withdraw ? why thus long col 
W ce 
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vl thyſelf '? where doſt thou retite? nor cath, 
heaven reply to my repeated call. 
Let me invoke thee . by every gratious title, my 
xd, and the God of my fathers, from one geneta- 
to another thou haſt been our dwelling- place: 
claim has de ſcended from age to age; thy cove- 
t has been eſtabliſhed with us, and thy faithful 
; remains unblemitſhed. Oh!] forget not thy co- 
ant, forget not the bleſſings entailed on me; fore 
not the prayers and tears by which my pious an- 
tors have engaged thy mercy for me, forget not 
ir vows and folemn dedication of me to thee: 
| recal thy ancient favours, and renew thy for- 
mercy to a-family Which has been thine in a 
ceſhon (of pres. 1 


Let me invoke thee now by a nearer propriety: 
y covenant Cod, my ſatbet, and my friend | if dy 
thoſe tender names I have ever known thee, for- 
me not. By theſe ſacred engagements, O Lord, 
mtreat dhy retum. | Tf all thy paſt favours wete 
if all was walking bliſs, and not à gay deluſion, 
teſtotre my heaven again. Life of my foul, light 
my eyes, \return';z come and bring thy ſacred con- 
lations z once more 4gain let me experience thoſe 
ly joys that thy preſence un parts 3 once again let me 
ar thy abba and once again, be bleſt with ay, 
Wert nn pes” 1567 | 
i in „ 444 
Jou! bear, and to a. longing eyes 
Keſtore thy wonted light; 
And fuddenly z or I Mall fleep 
In everlaſting night. 
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Ble fea Saviour, in thee we behold the face 
God, as à reconciled father; and doſt thou wi 
draw thyſelf? O how welcome will thy returns be! 
how like breakings of immortal day will thy preſerc 
cheer me how dearly ſhall I prize thy happinch 
how fearful ſhall I be of every thing that would of 
fend thee ? how joyful in the bleſfed diſcovery ani 
poſſeſſion of thy love I I'd whither: of _ N to t 
n em and groves: | 1-74 


won: 
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Pd carve thy don on the bark, 
And every wounded tree 

Shall droop and bear ſume myſtic mark. 

That Jeſus dy'd for We. 

The (wains ſhall wonder when they read 
Inſcrib'd on all the grove, 

That heaven itſelf came down. and bled 

To win a mortal's love. 


, +4 


— Y eos — s = — - —_ - 
p 


wo — 


- But wh do I flatter myſelf with theſe: delightf 
ſcenes? I find thee abſent ſtill: I mourn and complii 
as one unpitied: what is life while thou art abſent 
Oh ! return and bleſs me with thy preſence, tho 
who knoweſt my diftreſs, and art acquainted with 
my ſecret cares. Thou who art the witneſs of my 
midnight ſighs, and doſt hear when at-the dawning 
day I call. thee z but (till thou anſwereſt not, and 
ſeemeſt deaf to my prayers. I am, tis true, 1 
worthleſs wretch; but vile as I am, thou haſt in 
thy immenſe compaſſion brought me into covenant 
with thee : © My beloved enen and I am his.“ 


He is my ſun, tho' he 1 | 
Fho for a mo 


: 
: 
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1 dweli:for ever on hie heart, At 
For ever he on mine. Ka i ati: ad 


Nothing can break the ſacred union 3 but foe this 
confidence I were undone ; but for this beam of 
hope F were loſt in eternal darkneſs, Why, art 
thou diſquieted, O my ſoul, and why art thou caſt 
« down within me? Hope in God, for I ſhall yet 
« praiſe him for the light of his countenance.” I 
ſhall yet welcome his return, I ſhall yet hear his 
cheering voice, and meet his favourable ſmiles. 

But why, O my God, this long ſuſpence? Why 
do theſe intervals of night and darkneſs abide upon 
me and torment my heart ſo long? Wilt thou deny 


2 bliſs ſo eafily-granted f I aſk no more than is law 
ful for mortality to wiſh : I aſk not the vifions of 


ang-is here below; nor the beatitudes of pei fected 


ſpirits, I aſk. but that thou haſt. bid me ſeek, and 
given me hopes te obtain z.T aſk-rhat ſacred fellow- 
ſhip, that ineffable communion With which thou favours: 


ell thy ſaints. 


Ob! let me hear thoſe heavenly — * that give 


them the ſosetaſtes of immortal ple aſures; let me he 
ſenſible of theſe uivine appruaches that kindle celeſtial 
ardour in their fouls ; let me meet thoſe beams that 
darken all mortal. beauty ; let me enjoy, at this 
tarthly diſtance thoſe ſmiles that are the bliſs of an - 
gels in heaven. Though tis but darkly, and afar off, 
yet let me feel their influence::'twill-brighten the paſ- 
lage of life, it will direct me thro” is mazes, and 


gild its rough gloomy paths z *twill raiſe the flames 


d ſacred love, it will waken the divine principle with- 
in me, and and ſet it a glowing through all my po- 
&, I abandon, I shall . ine vanitigs below, 


Wis aud! 
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and the glorics of the world will be no more. But pair 
while thou, O my God, hideſt thy face, I ſhall loſs Wirep: 
my ſun, I languith and die: yet to thee I will lift y att. 


my oy to thee I: lift up my ſoul. I 
(WI fake 

Goa, Lord, and never from me go, that 
This world's a darkſome place: md: 

I find no pleaſure here below, 15 cron 
When thou doſt veil thy face. 2 vl 
peri 

XXV. BREATHING after GOD, and ART dfſſJudc 
| the ne. | tert 

* Def 

TS no mean beauty of the ground: cron 

That, has allur'd my eyes: den, 

1 faint beneath a nobler wound, | bout 
Nor love below the ſkies. | thin 

i uni: 


If words can reach the heights of love and grat» 


tude, let me pour out the ſecret ardour of my ſouſ ' 


O let me not offend thy greatneſs, that duſt and t 1 
nity adores and loves thee: If thou hadſt given ne 1 
other capacities, and formed any other thing more 
ſuitable to my wiſhes, I might have found a lower 
happineſs and been content with ſomething belov 
the infinite Deity ; but the ſcanty creation affords 
nothing to ſatisfy me, and J follow thee by a divine 
inſtinct and mere neceſſity of nature. 

My life is uſeleſs, and my being inſignificant 
without thee: my reaſon. has no proper employ 
ment; love, the nobleſt paſſion of ay; foul, has nc 
object to anſwer its dignity, I am reduced to abl 
jute poverty; my nature is entirely ruined, 1 
loſt, eternally loſt, undone, and abandoned 7 
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pair, if I am deprived of thee. There can be no 
e eparation made for an infinite loſs 3- nothing can be 
WM inſtead of God to my foul. _. 

I have willingly renounced all things elſe for thy 
fake: all the ſentiments of tenderneſs and delight 
that my ſoul ever feels for an earthly object, is mere 
mdifference, compared to my love for thee: and 
grows into hatred when that object ſtands as thy ris 
ral or competitor. This is the conquering, the ſu- 
perior flame that draws in and ſwallows up all the- 

od MWardours or my nature. My engagements with all 
terreſtrial things, are broken; the names of father, 
of brother, or of friend are no more: abſtracted 
from thee, theſe tender titles give me neither confi- 
dence, nor joy, and are mere infſrgnificant names, 
dut as thou doſt give them emphaſis ; they are no- 
thing at all without thee; and with thee, what in- 
nite good can be an addition 2 


il: The ſoul can b no inore, for God is all. 
lle only equals its capacious graſp, 

ne The only overfils. to ſpaces infinite. 

re Y 

all Thou art my God, and F have enough; my foot 
s ſatisfied, I am entirely at reit. Divide the vaing 
da the periſhing Creation to the miſerable wretches that 
wel ak no other portion ; let them unenvied poſſeſs the 
honours, and riches, and pleaſures of the world, 
vih a laviſh: hand divide them away: theſe things 
st of the balance to the happy ſoul 
„the lhe of thy countenance im- 


reren ee 
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[ Loft in the high enjoyments of thy love, me 
What glorious mortabeveld: my ou move ?. nal 


| You ineffible delectations of divine love, let me ff por 

| have no ſentiment of pleaſure left but for you My adi 

| God revealing his glories and his grace, in Jcſus eie: 

| Chriſt his ſon, is ſufhcient for my eternal enter, hea 

tainment, | 

W hat if all former ons of viſible things were 

| wiped from my ſoul? what if I had no imagination, 

no memory, no traces left of any thing but the joys 

I bave found in thy preſence, and the aſſurances of 

thy everlaſting favour ? Thoſe are the only paſt mo- 
| 


» ® = a 4% 


ments I recal- with pleaſure, and ah f let all the vat Ml | 
eternity before me be ſpent in theſe ſatis factions. ( 
Vaniſh, ye terreſtrial ſcenes | fly away, ye vain Bris 
objects of ſenſe | I reſign all thoſe poor and limited ebe 
faculties by which you are enjoyed; let me be i dis 
ſenfible of all your impreſſions, if they do not lead ho. 
me to my God. Let chacs come again, and the fait u! 
face of nature become an univerſal blank ; let her * 
glowing beauties all fade away, and thoſe divine, be 
characters ſhe wears be effaced. I ſhall yet bee h 
happy z the God of nature, . the original of al 
beauty is my God. } 
What if the fun were extinguiſhed in the ſkits, 


and all the ethereal lamps had burnt out their gol 5 
den flames, I ſhall dwell. in light and immortal d,, , 
for my God will be ever with me, When the, na. 
groves ſhall no more renew their nor the ue 


fields and valleys boaſt. any jon L. 
pride; when all theſe lower . theſe ma · 
terial images of things ate no mere ; 1 Hu ſee ne 
regions of. beauty and. pleaſure. for gyer-\openin} 


them{clvs 
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themſelves in the divine ele with all their origi- 
nal gloties. 5 
But oh ! how various, how boundleſs, hw bebt 


porting will the proſpect be? Oh ! when ſhall I bid 


| adieu to phantoms and deluſions, and converſe with 
Wl eternal realities? when ſhall I drink at the fountain- 
6 * of an life and | bleſſedueſs 2. 


” : 
"IG —— _ 4 * ad. Ac... * 1 
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* And then | 
" il „O what 85 alk not of the tongues of men 
For angels cannot tell—Let it ſuffice, 
MW © Thyſelf, my ſoul, ſhall feel thy own full re 
„and denn, them faſt for ever,” 


Oh break my fetters, for S: muſt be gone. 


Bring my ſoul. out ot priſon. 1 am &raitened 3 the 
whole creation is too narrow for me; I ficken at 
this'confinement, and groan and pant for liberty. 
How ſweet are: the thoughts of enlargement? My 
foul is already on the wing, and practiſes imagi- 
wry flights I ſeem to reach the heaven of heavens, 
vhere God himſelf reſides. It is good for me ta 
de here 

But ah } how foon the elouds of mortal ſenſe 

Ariſe, and . the charming On 


1 


Alis t a do I Thats in this 1 and dreadful 


ue vaniſhing, and the very glimpſes. of future, feli- 
diy we enjoy are ſo ſoon overſhaded and ſurrounded 

kth real horrors?: Alas! what do L here, ' waſting. 

mat breath in» ſighs and endleſs complaints, that 
| * me to bleſs and praiſe. the infinite * | 
15 tor ? 


mdernefſs, this diſmal region, whece our delights 
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tor? Alas! what do-T here, among ſtrangers and 
enemies, in this wild unhoſpitable place, far from 
my home, and all the objeQss of my ſo/id delight. 


My wiſhes, hopes, my pleafures and my love, 
My thoughts, and nobleſt paſſions ate above. 


W hat do I here, in the dominions of death and 
fin, in the ptecincts and rage of the powers of 
darkneſs? Here they lay their toils, and ſet their 
fatal ſnaresz but, Lord, what part have they in me? 
I have bid :defiance to the powers of darknefs'in thy 
ſtrength, and renounced my mare in the vanities of 
the world. I am a ſubject of another kingdom, and 
dare not enter into any terme of peace and amity 


with the irreconcileable- adverſaries of God and my 
ſoul, which inhabit theſe treacherous and finful re- 
gions. * The friendſhip of this world is enmity 
„with Gad.“ | Death and deftruction are in its 
ſmiles z I ſtand on my guard, and am every mo- 
ment in dunger of ſurprizr: Oh] when will my de- 
] werance come from on high ? 


——— — When, my ſoul, 
0 when ſhall thy releafe from cumb'rons fleſh 
Paſs the great ſeal of heaven? What happy hour 
Shall give thy thoughts a looſe to ſoar — trace 
2 oh 186056 


What glorious frames ſhall meg * once this 
mortal partition falls, ohen theſe walls of clay {hall 
totter and fink down into duſt % Ye waters of !ift, 
ye torrents of immortal pleaſure, how | imperuoulf 


g will you then uoll in 1 and fach ng Bl 
up 


may, hou 
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up all the capacities of joy in my nature? Every fa- 
culty ſhall- then be filled: and every with ſhall end 
in unutterable fruition. When I awake” into im- 
mortal light,“ I ſhall be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs.” 
Theſe expreſsleſe deſires will die into everlaſting tap · 
tures : bope and languiſhing expectation will be no 
more: but preſent complete, and unbounded ſatis- 
faction will ſutround me. My God, my God him- 
ſelf will be my infinite, my unutterable joy; all the 
avenues. of pleaſure ſhall be open before me, the 
ſcenes of beauty and proſpects: of delight. ** Ever- 
aſting joy ſhall be upon myrheed;. and-ſecrom and 
4ftghbing ſhall fly away for ever.” 

There will be no. mote intervals of grief and fin 
fn, that iuſupportable evil, that wosſt that heaviek 
widen here the painful and deadly preflure lies > 
tis this that hangs as a weight: on all my joys ; but 
thanks be to my God, I can ſay, Ii ſincetely deteſt 
md hate. this vileſt of flatteries,, this curſed; bondage 
of corruption, ; ; I; long for: the: glorious liberty of the 
ln; of God ; . I:groan- under this load of fleſh, this 
burden of mortality, this body of death... 

Bit grant, O Lord, I may with patience continue 
in Well-doing, and at laſt: obtain glory and immor- 
ality through my Redeemer's righteouſneſs, ** San» 
diiy me through thy word of truth,” remember this 
equeſt of my glorious advocate. 
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XXVIII. A Praytr for s8rEEDY SANCTITICA 
{1 to. 


Lord God, grest and holy, all- ſufficient ant 
full cf grace, if thou ſhouldſt bid me forma 
” wiſh, and take whatſoever in heaven or earth 1 hal 
to alk, it ſhould not be the kingdoms of this world, 
nor the crowns of princes: no, nor ſhould it be the 
wreathes of martyrs, nor the thrones of archangels; 
my firſt requeſt is to be made holy; this is my highs 
eſt concern. Rectify the diſorders ſin has made 
in my ſoul, and renew thy image there z let me be 
ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. Thou baſt compaſſel 
my paths with mercy in all other reſpeCts, and | an 
diſcontented with nothing but my own heart ; be 
cauſe it is ſo unlike the image of thy W and 
ſo unfit for thy immediate preſence. 
Permit me to be importunate here, 0 * 
God, and grant the importunity of my wiſhes ; 
rae be favoured with a gracious and ſpeedy . 
for I am dying while I am ſpeaking : the very breath 
with which I am calling upon thee, is carrying awaſ 
Part of my life : this tongue that is. now invoking 
thee, muſt ſhortly be ſilent in the grave: thele 
knees that are bent to pay thee homage, and theſe 
hands that are now liſted to the moſt high. God for 
mercy, muſt ſhortly be mouldering to their original 
duſt: theſe eyes will ſoon be cloſed in death, 
which are now looking up to thy throne for a bleſ- 
ling. Ch! prevent the flying hours with thy mer- 
1 \ey, and let thy favour out-ſtrip the haſty moments. 
Thou art unchanged, while rolling ages pals 
along; but I am decaying with every breath I draw: 
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ny whole allotted time to prepare for heaven is but 
point, compared with thy infinite duration. The 
ortneſs and vanity of my preſent being, and the 
nportance of my eternal concerns join together to 
emand my utmoſt ſolicitude, and give wings to my 
rmeſt wiſhes» Before I can utter my preſent des 
res, the haſty opportunity perhaps is gone, the gold- 
minute vaniſhed, and the ſeaſon of mercy has ta- 
n its everlaſting flight. 

Oh God of ages, hear me ſpeedily, and grant 
wy requeſt while I am yet ſpeaking; my frail ex- 
tence will admit of no delay; anſwer me accor- 
ing to the ſhortneſs of my duration, and the exi- 
ence of my circumſtances. My buſineſs, of high 
nportance as it is, pet is limited to the preſent 
„the paſſing moment; for all the powers on 
; h cannot promiſe me the next. 

Let not my preſſing opportunity 'therefore offend 
; my happineſs, -my everlaſting happineſs, my 
hole being is concerned in thy ſucceſs: as much 
the . of God himſelf is worth, is at 
ke. 

Thou knoweſt, O Lord, what qualifications will 
t me to behold thee ; thou knoweſt in what I am 
ſective 3 thou canſt prepare my ſoul in an inſtant, 
enter into thy holy habitation: I breathe now, but 
next moment may be death: let not that fatal 
oment come before. I am prepared. 'The ſame 
eating voice that ſaid, ** Let there de light,” and 
re was light, can in the ſame manner purify and 


iy 
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nee; and my ſoul longs to be thus purified and a- 
uned. OLord, delay not; for every moment's inter- 
Ul is a loſs t to me, and may be a loſs unſpeakable and 

K irreparable 


lorn my ſoul, and make me fit for thy own pre- 
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irreparable. Thy delay cannot be the leaſt advantap 
to thee 5 thy power and thy clemency are as fy 
' this preſent inſtant, as they will be the next, ar 
| | my time as fleeting, and my wants as preſſing. 
g 
| 
| 


Remember, O eternal God, my loſt time is fo 
ever loſt, and my waſted hours will never return, m 
neglected opportunities can never be recalled; to me 
they are gone for ever, and cannot be improved; but 
thou canſt change my ſinful ſoul into holineſs, by 
word, and ſet me now in the way to everlaſting ins 
provement. 

O let not the ſpirit of God reſtrain itſelf, but 
bleſs me according to the fulneſs of thy own being 
according to the riches of thy grace in Chriſt Jeſ 
according to thy infinite unconceivable love mani 
felted in that glorious gift of thy beloved Sor 
wherein the fulneſs of the Godhead. was contained 
tis through his merit and mediation I humbly wait 
for all the unbounded bleſſings I want or aſk for. 
XXIX. GraTiTuUDE for EARLY and PECULIL 

FavoURSs. 

„ 12h thy 

E T me trace back thy mercy, O my God boy 

from the firft early dawn of life, and ble an 

thee for the privileges of my birth, that it was ne mo 

in the lands of darkneſs; where no ray of the go inf 

pel had ever darted its light; where the name of Wu 

Saviour never had reached my ears, nor the tra, 

porting tidings of une from eternal miſe 
had ever bleſſed my foul. : 

But how ſhall I re my gratitude For tha 
grace which ordained my lot in this happy land, e 


of the iſlands of which it was long ſince robe 
6 the 
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ll © they ſhould- ſee thy glory; and truſt in thy name? 
ug God has enlarged Japhet,“ even the iflands of the 
ute, and made him to dwell in the tents of\Shem,” 
in the inheritance of, Abraham. I have my deſcent 

fol from the Gentiles, who were once “ ſtrangers. to 
the covenant of grace, aliens from the common- 
« wealth of Iſrael ;” but are now brought nigh by 
blood of ſprinkling. Jeſus, the great peace-maker, 
hath brought both near to God, and to each other. 
I bleſs thee with all my powers, for the privilege 
of my defcent from pious anceſtors ;. that thou haſt 
buli been their dwelling-place from generation to genera- 


don, and haſt not taken thy loving kindneſs from 


their ſeed, nor ſuffered thy faithfylneſs to fail.” 
| Thou: haſt extended: thy merey to me, the laſt aud 


leet of the meaneſt of the ſervants of my Lord; and 
yet by an abſolute ac of goodneſs, I am brougbt 
into thy family, and numbered with the children of 
God. Even fo it has ſeemed good in thy fight, who 
* art gracious to whom thou wilt be gracious.” 
might have been a veſſel of wrath, a trophy to 
thy juſtice, inſtead of à monument of thy mercy; 
bow inſearchable are thy ways ! how uncontrouled 
and free! Theu did regard me in my loſt eſtatè, in 
more than my original guilt and miſery; for I had 
improved the wretened ſtock, and been a voluntary, 
4 well as a natural ſhave to fin and death. _ 
From this ignominious flayery, thou, my great 
Redeemer, ' haſt ranſomed me, and brought me into 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of God; I was a 
ranger, and thou didſt take me in; naked, and 
thou haſt clothed. me- wich the ſpotleſs robes of thy 
en righteouſneſs: I was hungry, and thou didit 


leaſt, of my father's bouſe, unwortby to wipe the 
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feed me; thirſty, amd * didſt =o me to drink of 
the fountain of life, 

What am I, © Lord, and what is my father; 
houſe, that thou haſt dealt thus gracioufly with me, 
in entering into an everlaſting eovenant ſigned and 
ſealed, even ſenſibly ſealed to my foul by the witneſt 
of thy ſpirit ? Lord, why me rather than many that 
were companions. of my early vanities and folly} 
whence were the motives drawn but from thy ſore 
reign pleafure; how many are paſt by, that could 
have done thee: more ſervice, and returned a warn 
acknowledgment to thy diſtinguiſhed bounty? 

Ye ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, ye ranſomec 
nations, triumphant above, inſtru me in the a 
of celeſtial eloquence: tell me in what ſtrains « 
ſacred harmony you expreſs your gratitude for thi 
glorious redemption, while in exaked raptures you 
fing © to bim that loved and waſhed you in hi 
*« own blood, and made you kings and prieſts & 
[CY God. ”» 


XXX. Asriame after the VIS Ion of GOD i ai 
. Hravzx. 

© Beſeech thee ſhew me thy glory:“ it was 

mortal in a ſtate of frailty and imperfection tha 
made this bold, but pious requeſt z; which I repes 
on different terms > fince,none can ſee thy face 
live, let me die to behold it. This is the only te 
queſt I have to make, and this will I ſeek ater 
that I may behold the beauty of the Lord, not 4 
I have ſcen- it in thy ſanctuary below, but in full 
perfection and ſplendour, as thou art ſeen by 
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nphs and cherubs, by mes and arch-angels, aud 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 

O my God, forgive my importunity: thou haſt 
commanded me to ſove thee with all my heart, my 


deſires ſpring. Can I love thee, and be ſatisfied at 


it a crime to preſs forward to the end for which 
I was created? All my wiſhes and my hopes of ad 
pineſs terminate in thee. 

Does not the thirſty witecticr eine for ſome re- 


or the wretched captive be free? and ſhall not the 
here, aud have no abiding place; this is not my 


mily, I will not repine at my ſtay. 


thy miniſters flames oi fire; thouſands of thouſands 


and minifter unto'theez#they attend thy orders, and 
ty at thy command. O! deliver me from this: bur- 


is pure and active as theirs. 1 334 


f men in a very imperfect manner; but then 1 


chearſe to uſtening angels what thou haſt done for 


But, O Lord, thou haſt no need of ſuch wands | 
leſs ſervice as I can pay thee; thy angels are ſpirits, - 


ſand before thee, aud ton thouſand times ten thou- 


den of mortality, and I will RR with a zeal : 
I can ſpeak of thy loving kindneſs to the children 


vill join with the celeſtial choir in praiſing thee, and 


foul, my ſtrength, and haſt by thy ſpirit kindled | 
the ſacred flame in my breaſt: from this riſes my 
preſent impatience; from hence the ardourggf m 


this diſtance from thee? can 1 love thee, and not 
long to behold thee in perfect excellence and beauty? 


freching ſtream ?' would not the weary be at reſt, . 


thirty,” weary, (captive foul long for refreſhment, - 
liberty and reſt? I am but a ſtranger, à pilgrim | 


— 


reſt, my home; and yet if thou haſt any employ- 
ment for me though the meaneſt office of w_ fa- 
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my ſoul; Here I: have a thouſand interruption 
from the delightful work, a thouſand cold and dark, 
ſome intervals, a thouſand neceſſary diſtraCtions 
that riſe from the miſeries of mortality; but whey 
theſe intervals of grief and fin ſhall ceaſe, my foi 
thall dwell at eaſe and be for. ever glad, and rejoict 
in th ſalvation. | * nib 14's 


XXXI. e e of the Soul to - GOD, 


" Y Ommand me what thou wilt, O Lord, give 
me but ſtrength to obey thee; be thy term 
never fo ſeyere. O let us never part. I reflign my 
wilt, and liberty, my choice to thee ;- I ſtand diveſt 
ed of-the world, and aſk only thy love as my inbe 
- ritance. | . Give,, or deny me what thou wilt, 1 
leave all the circumſtances of my future life in thy 
hands: let the Lord guide me continually: here | 
am, do with me what ſeemeth good in thy fight, 
only. do not ſay, thou hait;no pleaſure in me.” 
Let me not live to diſhonous- thee, to bring 
zeproach on thy name, to profane the blood of tt 
Son of God, and grieve: the ſpirit of grace. O take 
not thy loving-kiadneſs from me, nor. ſuffer tif 
faithfulneſs. to fail. Thou haſt ſworn. by, thy hol 
ne ſs, and thou wilt not lie to the ſeed of thy (cr? 
vants; thou haſt. ſworn that the generation of the 
righteous ſhall “ be bleſſed: veſt me with this 
character, O. my. God, aud fulſil this promiſe tos 
worthleſs Creature. 1 
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xxl Divine 
| 1 | PROMISES. | 


Kine not my importunity offend thee, for” tis | 
the importunity of faith: *tis my ſtedfaſt be- | 
lief in thy word that makes me petſiſt: thy word | 
and thy oath, “ the two immutable things in 
« which n eee for God to lie, give me 
« ſtrong conſolation. 
is this that makes me | preſs- forward to thy 
throne, thy wiſdom; and thy faithfulneſs, on thy. 
goodneſs and tender compaſſton, and glorious attri- 
dates for which ““ the children of men pt their 
ruſt under the ſhadow of thy wings.” is thy 
gory to be the confidence of the ends of the earch; _ 
and it was not long fince predicted, * wes in thy. 
name. eng ee n ret 

765 ' 
| Kind hunting of the world; our + wie aid, 
10 een, Vows 0 all mines are _— | 


We Wen the higheſt 8 and exalt thy in- 
finite attributes by faith and confidence in thee. 
- Iknow that tou art, and believe thee ** a re- 
« warder of them that diligently ſeek thee.” I wil 
never quit my hold of thy promiſes there I fix my 
hopes: I will not let-a tittle go, nor part with a 
mite of thy glorious treaſure, Fhambly hope Fhave 
a nghtful claim; thou art my God and the God of | 
| my religious anceſtors, the God of my mother, the 
God .of y pious father: dying and breathing out 
| 


bis ſoul, he gave me to thy care, he put me into 
thy .graci — and deliteted me up to thy pro- 
| tectionn. | 


„% DEVOUT EXERCISES: 


tection. -He told me thou wouldſt hever leave ng 
for ſake me he triumphed in thy long=experiencd 


* rr and truth, and gave his r fo 
thee with his lateſt breath. 


And now, O Lord God of my fathers, whok 
mercy has deſcended from age to age, whoſe traf“ 
has remained unblemiſhed, and inviolable, and whoſe W* | 
love remains without decay, O Lord, the faithful 
God and the true, keeping covenant and mercy to, dit 
a thouſand generations, let me-frad that protection Ct 
and bleſſing hat the prayers of my dying father en | 
gaged for me: now in the time of my diſtreſs, be be 
a preſent help; and if thou wilt deliver me, thou de 
alone ſhall be my future truſt, my counſellor, aud fu 
hope ; to thee Iwill immediately apply myſelf, and bi 
look on the whole force of created nature as inſig-W of 
nificant. To thee I will devote all the bleſng , 
thou ſhalt give me, my time, my life, my whole of 
this world's goods; whatever ſhare thou ſhalt gras 
cioufly allot me {hall be the Lord's 

Oh! hearken to the vows of my diſtrefs, and for 
thy own - honour deliver me from this perplexity 
which thou knoweſt, and reveal to me the abun» 
dance of mercy and truth. 

' [was my dependence on the promiſe and fi deli 
ty that brought me into this exigence; I ſtaggered 
not at thy promiſes thro” unbelief, but boldly ven- 
tured on the credit of thy word: I took it for my 
ſecurity, and can the ſtrength - of Iſtael- repent? 
Canſt thou break thy covenant, and alter the thiog 
that is gone out of thy mouth. 

« O God of Abraham, God of Iſaac, and the 
| . God of Jacob, this is thy name for ever, and this 
}  * thy memorial 40 all generations ;“ the God before 
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whom my fathers walked the God that fed me all my 
life long tb now and the angel that redeemed me 
from all evil, bleſs me. Let the God of Jacob be 
my help, let the Almighty bleſs me; let the ble 
bngs of my father “ prevail above the bleſſing of 
his progenitors to the utmoſt bounds of the ever- 

4 }aſting hills“ 

Bleſs me accorting to thy own greatneſs, accore 
ding to the .unſearchable riches of thy grace in 
Chriſt Jeſusz he is the ſpring of all my hope, in 
whom all the promiſes of God are Yea and Amen: 
de is the true and faithfal witneſs, and has by his 
death ſealed the divine veracity, and is become 
ſurety for the honour and faithfulneſs of the moſt 
tigh- God. To this alſo the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpitit 
of truth, bears witneſs. | 

Oh! Great Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
the Lord God omnipotent, hear and grant my re- 
queſt, for the glory oß thy mighty name, that name 
which ſaints and angels bleſs and lowe : let thy per- 
ſections be manifeſt to the children of men, let 


them. ſay there is a-God- that judgeth in the earth; 


let them confeſs thou doſt keep thy coyenant with 
the ſeed. of. thy ſervants, that thy righteouſneſs is 
from age to. age, and thy ſalvation. thall never be. 
aboliſhed; let them fee and acknowledge, that in. 
the fear of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, nnn. 
children have a place of refuge. 


Unſhaken.. as the ſacredhill;. 
And firm as mountains be;- 
Firm as a rock the ſoul ſhall reſt 
That leans, O Lord, on thee. . 


* 


„ DTVOUT EXERCISES 


= 


Memorandum, 
This act of faith in God was fully anſwered, an4 
T leave my teſtimony, that “the name of the Los 
is a ſtrong tower, and he knoweth them that put 
their truſt in him“ 


XXXII. ArpLica'TI0N to the Divina Taurz 
Owever intricate and hopleſs my preſent dif 
treſs may be to human views, why ſhould | 

limit the almighty? or why fhould the Holy one of 

Mrael limit himſelf ? Nature and neceſſity are thine; 

thou ſpeakeſt the word, and it comes to paſs : no 

obſtacle can oppoſe the omnipotence of thy will, or 
make thy defigns ineffectual. 

Is thy hand at all ſhortened ſince the 3 pe · 
riod, when thy mighty power, and thy ſtretchel 
arm formed the heavens and earth; when theſe ſpi- 
cious ſkies. were ſpread at thy command, and this 
keayy globe fixed on its airy — 


| The ſtrong foundations of the WIPE 

Of old by thee were laid; © © 
Thy hands the beauteous arch of heaven 

With wond'rous ſkill have made. 


„ And thefe ſhalt: wax/ old 38 4 garment, as 1 
„ veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they ſhall be 
* changed ;” but ſhouldſt thou, like theſe decay, 


- where were the hopes of them that coafide in thee! 


If in all thy generations thy perfeQtions were not 
the ſame, what conſolatidu could the race of men 
draw from. the ancient records. of thy wonderful 
works 7 Tm" are we told, © thou didſt divide the 
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ſea, to make a path * thy people through the 


„mighty waters ;“ that thou didſt “ rain bread 
tom heayen,” and di ſſolve the flinty rock in eryſ- 
tal rills to give my choſen nation drink? 

Thou art he that diſtinguiſhed Noah in the uni⸗ 


rerſal deluge, and preſerved the floating ark amid 


winds, and rains, and tumultuous-billows. j 

'['was thy protecting care led Abraham from his 
kindred and his native country, and brought bim 
fafely to the promiſed land. 

Thou didſt accompany Jacob in his journey to 
Padan-aram, and gave bim bread to cut, and rai- 
ment to put on, till greatly increaſed in ſubſtance ? 
he returned to his father's houſe, he wreſtled 
for a bleſſing, he wreſtled with the e 2 
pre vailed. 

With Joſeph thou wentaſt down 1 aud did 
deliver him aut of all his ad verſities, till he forgot 
his ſorrows, and all the til of his father's. houſe. 

Thou did& remember thy people in the Egyptian 
bondage, and look with pitying eyes on their afflic+ 
tion; and, after four hundred and thirty years, on 
the very day thou hadſt promiſed, didſt releaſe and 


bring them out with triumph and miracles. Thy 


preſence went with them in a pillar of a cloud by 
day, and a protecting fare by night: thy conquering 
hand drove out great and potent nations, and gave 


them. an entire. poſſeſſion of the land promiſed to 
their fathers; nor didſt thou fail in the leaſt circums - 


ance of all the good things thou hadſt promiſed. 


What a cloud of witneſſes ſtand on record? 


Joſhua and Gideon, Jephtha and Samſon, who thro? 
teith obtained the promiſes. 


- 


Thou 


® 


ys DEVOUT EXERCISES, 
"Thou didſt command the ravens to feed thy holy 


Prophet; and at the word of a prophet, didſt ſuſtain 
the widow's family with a handful of meal. 


Thou didft walk with the three Hebrews in the 
fiery furnace: thou waſt preſent with Daniel in 


the Lion's den to deliver him, becauſe he ttuſted in 


the. 19 | | 
In What inſtance has the prayer of faith been re- 


jected? Where + were the rightuous forſaken? 
Who can charge God without charging him fools 


Ahly? What injuſtice has been found in the Judge 
of the earth? His glorious titles have ſtood uublemi- 


ſhed from generation to generation; nor can any of 


his perfeQions decay, or rolling years make a 
change on the ancient of days.” FE 

Are not his words clear and diſtin, without a 
double meaning, ot the leaſt deceit? Are they not 
ſuch as may juſtly ſecure my confidence? ſuch as 
would ſatisfy me from the mouth of man, uncon- 
ſtant man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, and his 
foundation in the duſt unſtable as water, and fleet» 
mg as a ſhadow? and can I ſo ſlowly aſcent to the 
words of the Moſt High? Shall I truſt impotent 
man, that has neither wiſdom nor might to accom- 
pliſh his deſigns, that cannot call the next breath oc 
motion his own, nor promiſe himſelf a moment in 
all fututity? Can I reſt ou theſe feeble props, and 
yet tremble and diſpond when I have the veracity of 
the eternal God to ſecure and ſupport me? 

I know this will not break bis covenant; nor ſuf- 
fer bis faithfulneſs to fail: I dare atteſt it in the 
face of earth and hell, I dare ſtake my all for time 
and eternity on this glorious truth, a truth which 
hell cannot blemiſh, nor all its malice contradict. 

| a Exert. 
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Exert yourſelves, ye powers of darkneſs, bring in 
jour evidence, collect your inſtances, begin from. 
the firſt generations, fince the world was peopled, 
ind men began to call on the name of the Lord 

nen did they call in vain? When did the Holy 

\ WOne of Iſrael fail the expectation of the hamble 
ind contrite ſpirit? Point out in your blackeſt 
characters the diſmal period, when the name of the 
Lord was no more 2 reiuge to them that truſted in 
tim. Let the annals of hell be produced, let them 
mark the dreadful day, 1 diſtinguiſh it with eter- 
nal triymphs. 

In vain you ſearch; for ** Le nor earth, 
zor hell, have ever been witneſs to the leaſt de- 
ration from truth to juſtice: the Almighty ſhines 

.in unblemiſhed glory, to the confuſion of hell, 
Wind the conſolation of thoſe that put their truſt in 
| him. 

On thy eternal truth and tan entirely caft 
| Myſelf; if I am deceived, I am deceived angels 
and archangels are deluded too; they, like me, have 
1 dependance beyond the divine veracity for their 
deſedneſs aud itnmortality; they hang all their 
dopes on his goodneſs: and immutabilityz if that 
ils, the eeleſtial Paradiſe vaniſhes, and all its glo- 
nes are extinct; the golden palaces fink, and the 
fraphic thrones muſt totter and fall. Where are 
ur crowns, ye ſpirits elect] Where are your ſongs 
ind your triamphs, if the truth of God can fail? 
mere poſſibility of that would darken the fields” 
{ light, and turn the voice of melody into grief 
ind {amentation. 

What pangs would riſe, even a thro? all the regions 
——_ what diffidence and fear would ſhake 


5 DEVOUuT'EXERCISES 


, | the heart of erery inhabitant, Wbat agonies Yarpti 

| - them all, could the word of the moſt high God | 

1 concealed? The pillars of heaven might then tre 

| ble, and the everlaſting mountains bow, the-celd 

1 | tial foundatrons might be moved from their plac 

© | and that nobleſt ſtructure of the kane of 0 
1 chaos, and eternal emptineſs, + 1 1 

s But for ever ©* juſt and true are thy ways, thi 

« King of ſaints; bleſſed are all they that put thei 

«* truſt in thee ;“ for thou art a certain refuge i 

the day of diftreſs, and under the ſhadow of thbun 

„ wings I will rejoice, “ My Toul ſhall make he 

„ hoaſt'itn the Lord, and triumph in his ſalvation 

„J called on him in my diſtreſs, and he has delive 

ed me from all my fears.” —— Hallelujah. - by 


Here I diſmiſs my carnal hope, 
* My fond deſires recal; 
I give my mortal intereſt up, 213 + 
7 And 1 my God my all. 
XXXIV. Euonr to GOD for Sn ven 
zee and his Boon; . 


E T me give gery to God before I die, 

| take ſhame and confuſion to myſelf. 1 

[| feribe my ſalvation to the free and abſolute gos 
[ neſs of God not by the ſtrength of reaſon, or an 
4 Nmatvral inelination to virtue, "but by * the grace 
% God I am what I am,” O my redeemer; be il 

| victory, be the glory thine. I expe@ eternal I 
A and happineſs from thee, not as à debt, but 
| 

| 

g 


"Free gift, a promifed act of bounty. How pot 
Fouls my" expectations be, if I ci took to' be oY 


* warde 
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arded according to thoſe works which my own va» 
ity, or the partiality of others, have called good, 
nd which, if examined by the divine purity, would 
rove but ſpecious fins? , As. ſuch I do renounce 
em: pardon them, gracious. Lord, and 1 aſk no 
zorey nor can 1 hope for_ that, but thro” the ſatiſ- 
ion which hath been made to divine juſtice for 
he ſins of the world. 

O Jeſus, my davigur, what harmony dwells un 
by name! celeſtial joy, immortal life is in the 
found. 


Sweet name! io * each ſyllable, 
A thouſand bleſe'd Arabias dwell z, 


Mountains of mytrþ, and beds of ſpices 
And ten thouſand Paradiſes. 


Let ano. far this 5080 to. their golden harps, 

let the'redeeraed of the Lard for-ever magnify it- 
O my propitique Saviour, where were my hopes 
dut for theez how deſperate, how undone were my 
circumſtances ? I look on myſelf in every view I can 
take with horror and conte mpt. I was born in a 
tate of miſery and (in, and in my beſt eſtate am 
together vanity. With the utmoſt advantage I 
could boaſt, I ſhrink back, I tremble to appear be- 
fore unblemiſhed Majeſty, O thou in whoſe name 
the gentiles truſt, be my refuge. in that awful hour. 
To thee I come, my only confidence and hope. 
Let the blood of ſprinkling, let the ſeal of the co- 
denant be on me. Cleanſe me from my original 
tain, and my contracted impurity, and adorn me 
mh the robes of thy 3 by which alone 
5 L. 2 I expect 


purity. 


eo DEVOUT EXERCISES 
I expeR to ſtand juſtified, before infinite jaſtice and 


O enter not into judgment with me, for the 
beſt actions of my life cannot bear thy ſcrutiny; 
My devotion to God has been mingled with levity 
and irreverence; my charity to man with pride and 
oſtentation. Some latent defect has attended my 
deſt actions, and thoſe very things which perhaps 
have been highly eſteemed by men, baye deſerved 
contempt in the 6ght of God. 


« When [ ſurvey the wond'rous croſs 
„On which the Prince of glory dy'd ; 
„% My richeſt gain I count my loſs, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


„ Forbid it, Lord, that I ſhould boaſt, 
Save in the croſs of Chriſt, my God: 
« All the vain things that charm thee * 
I ſacrifice them 10 thy blood. _ 


April 30, 1735+ 


XXV. A W of Diving Mae and 
Ki e n 


Am now ſetting to my feat that God is true, 

and leaving this as my laſt teſtimony to the di- 
vine veracity. Fcan, from numerous experiences, aſſert 
and witneſs to the certainty of his promiſes. The 
«word of the Lord is tried, and he is à buckle 
hork, all thoſe that put aur truſt in him. 


— — —  — — 
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T1 O come; all you that fear the Lord, and I will 
tell you: what. he has done for my ſoulz I will 
de Saſcrabe righteguineſs to my Maker,” and leave my 
ircord tu a people yet unborn, that the generation 
ty to come may riſe up and praiſe him. a 
d Into whatever diſtreſs this wiſe providence has 
7 brought me, I haye called on the Lord, and he 
ps i heard me and delivered me from all my fears; 1 
d truſted in God, and he, ſayed me. Oh! let my 
experience ſtand à witneſs to them that hope in 
his mercy; let it be to the Lord for a * and a 
glory. 4 "= N ö 0 
I know not wheat to begin the recital of ho; nu- 
merous favours. Thou baſt hid me in the ſecret: 
of thy paviliog, from- the pride of man, and from 
the ſtrife of tongues, 'when by a thouſand follies 
| have merited reproach thou baſt graciouſly. pro- 
tected me; when the vanity of my friends, oc the 
malice of my enemies might. have ſtained my repu-: 
tation: thou baſt covered me with thy feathers, aud 
under tby wings have I truſted : thy truth has deen 
my ſhield and my buckter 3 to thee I owe the bleſs 
ling of a clear and unblemiſhed name, and not to 
my own conduct, nor the partiality of my riends 
d ——— Glory be to thee, O Lord- | 
Thou haft led me through a thouſand labycinchs, 
and enlightened my darkneſs, when ſhades and 
„ perplexity ſurrounded: me, and my life has broke 
* © forth-out of obſcurity, and my darkneſs been turned 
t into noun day. Thou haſt been a guide and a fa- 
e cher tq me. When I knew: not where to 5 ad- 
vice, thou baſt giving me unercing counſel: “ The 
* ſecret..of the Lord bes been with“ me, and he 
nenn me his covenant. , , . 
| . L3 * 


* 


* r n ere 


* of Man. 


bounty confounded my unbelief 3 thy benefits have 


faith has often failed, the world and all its flat- 


fick intricate ſteps of life a the firſt undeſignir g 


and folly led me? 


” DEVOUT EXERCISES 


di ſeen and unſeen dangers haft thou 
delivered me? how narrow my gratitude ? how 
wide thy mercy ? how infinite the inſtances of thy 
goodneſs ? how -high above $6 en. nod Pr 


- Howoften haſt thou ſupplied my wants, e thy 
furprifed and juſtly reproached my diflidence z- my 


teries have failed, my own heart and hopes have fai- 
Jed, but thy mercy a ws. every ay ase 
neſs has never failed. 

-- The: ſtrength of Ifrael bas: never e me, 
nor made me aſhamed of my confdenece. Thou 
haſt never been as a deceitful . n. or as waters 
that fail ro my ſoul. 

In loving-kindnefs, in truth, ney in — Faiths 
fulneſs, thou haſt aſſlicted me: Oh t how unwil- 
lingly baſt thou ſeemed to grieve me with how 
much indulgence has the puniſhment been mixed? 
Love has appeared thro' the diſguiſe of every frown 
its beams have glimmered thro? the darkeſt night; 
by every affliction thou haſt been drawing me nearer 
to thyſelf, and removing my carnal props,” that I ine 
may lean with more aſſurance on the Eternal Rock. ¶ ſou] 

Thy love has been my leading glory from the 


Paths I trod were marked and guarded' by the vigi- 
lance of thy love; ob! whithes clſe- bad my fin 


How often have I tried od experienced thy cle» 


 mencyz and found an immediate anſwer to my 1 


prayers? Thou haſt often literally fatfilled thy 
word: I have a freſh inſtance of thy faithſulneſs 2 


. 
* 


Der e 


* 
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gin: een 00 triumph i in thy goodneſs, [ 
and 8 emden of. * doen "114" 11 
promiſes. | 
And after all; what ingratituds, what. inferhdility, 
reigns in my heart? O cancel it by the blood of the "Fil 
covenant: root out this. monſtrous infidelity that 4 
| 
| 
ö 


gill returns after the ſulleſt evidence of thy truth. 
Thou haſt: graciouſly condeſcended to anſwer me i | 
thy own time and way, and yet Lam again ddd | 
ing thy faithfulneſs and care. Lord,” pity me, | 
4 ] believe; O help my, unbehef ” Go on to ſuce- 1 
cout, go on to pardon, and at laſt conquer my dife | 
idence. Let me hope againſt hope, and in the 

gieateſt perplexity give glozy to God, by believing. 
what my own experience has fo often found 
That the firength of Iſrael will not lie, noris he 
« as man, that he: ſhould repent.” 

While 1 have memory and thought let. his good · 
neſs. dwell on my foul. Let me not forget the 
depth of my diſtreſs, the anguiſh and importunity 
of my yows: when every human help fail'd ant all 
was darknels and perplexity, then God. was all my 
tay, Then 1 knew no more but his, . and. be alone 
inew my ſoul in adverſity. Bleſs the Lord, O my, 
ſoul, and forget not all his benefits, 


« Long as I live. Pl! bleſs thy name, 
« My King, and God of love; 

« My work and joy ſhall be the ſame. 
Lu the bright worlds above. 


I bave yet a thouſand and ten thouſand deliverans 
ten to recount, ten thouſand unalk'd for mes cies to 
Dan moment of my life bas been deſticute of 


thy. 
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| | thy care z no accident 1 ſound me unguarded by 
ö thy watchful eye, or negleced by thy providence. 
|| Thou haſt been often found unſought by my un- 


| grateful heart, and thy favours. have ſerpriſed me 
| | with great and unexpected advantages: thou haſt 
F compell'd me to receive the bleſſngs my faoliſh hue 
mour deſpiſed, and my corrupt will would fain have 
rejected. Thou haſt ſtopp'd thy ears to the deſires 
1 which would have ruined and undone me, when | 
| | might juſtly. have been left to. my own choice, for 
the puniſhment of my many fins and follies. How 

great my guilt } bow infinite thy mercy}. _ 
Hitherto God has helped, and here I ſet ups ſaith 
memorial to that / goodneſs which has never aban- 
don'd me to the malice and ſtratagems of my infers 
nal foes, nor left me a prey to human craft or vio 
lence. The glory of his providence has often ſurs 
prized me, when groping in thick darkneſs. With 
z potent voice he has-faid, * Let there be ligbt, and 
there was light.” He has made bis good u ſa paſs 
before me, and loudly proclaimed his name, tbe 
«Lord, the Lord God, merciful and - gracious.” 

To him be glory for ever, Amen. 
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«= Y XIXXVI. Some Daily ExyErIENCES of the G- 
Clos Maro of Diving PrROVIDBNCE, to 
E Ma the LEAST and moſt unworTHY of all the 
tf] SuavanTs. of my Lond, | 


e arne 

| | L 

Fig” day's' experience reproaches my unbe- 
lief, and brings me ſome new evidence of thy 


aithfulneſs. Thou haſt diſpelled my fears, and, to. 
the confuſion of my ſpiritual fues, thou baſt heard, 


was trembling, and doubting, if thou waſt indeed a 
God hearing prayer and now I have a freſh inſtance 
of thy goodneſs, which with a grateful heart I here 
cord. May the ſenſe of thy benefits dwell ſot e- 
rer on my foul. | 

L | / 


L , | Ss I, 


Thy mercies.are new every morning; again thou 
| haſt given me an. inſtance of thy truth: I truſted. 


“ in God, and he has delivered me; I will love the 


Lord, becauſe be bas beard the voice of. my ſup» 
© plication ; therefore. will. 1 call an him as long as. 
54 I live. | | 

| Ul. 


* Note; The divifion of theſe meditations into ſevens 
by the pious writer, ſeems to tell us, that theſe were the. 
devout thoughts of ſix weeks of hep lite, 


the voice of my diſtreſs. But a. few hours ago, 1 
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and fGilently breaths out the unutterable gratitude 
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III. 2 


4c Ag for God, his way is perfect; the word of 


the Lord is ur he is a buckler to all that put ( 


their truſt in him.“ He has punctually fulfilled 1 
the INE. on which I relied : bleſs the Lord, 0 | 
my Foul. + $0 4 | 


1 | Wis 


Thy bounty fotlows me with an -unwearied | favo 
courie : language is too faint to expteſs thy ptaiſe: 
no eloquence can reach the ſubject. My heart is 
warm with the "pious reflection z 1 look upward, 


that melts and tejoices my foul» I Ragger'd at thy 
promiſe thro” unbellef, and yet thou haft graciouſly} 
performed thy words. If we ſometimes e 
faulter in our faith, yet be abidetls — * 
promiſed. 


— 


V. 
Wich che morning - light my health and peace are my 
renew'd: the cheering inflaence of the ſun, and} cele 
the ſweeter beams of the divine favour ſhine on my 
tabernacle. — Lord, why me? Why am l a ranſom d 
pardon'd ſinner ? — Why amb rejoicing among the 
inſtances of ſovereign grace, and unlimited chemen* “ 
cy 7 | : | men 


VI. 


L boaſted in thy truth, and thau haſt | not: made] T 
me 


— — 
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De 
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mc: aſham' d: my infernal foes are ENNIS 
my faith is crowned with vets. 


Oh ! who hath taſted of thy clemency 
In greater meaſure, and more oft than I? 


** 


e e 


As the week begun, ſo it ends with a ſeries of 


mercy : language aud numbers fail to reckon thy 
favours, but this ſhall be my eternal employment. 


When r nature fails, amd day and night, 
Divide thy works no more, 
My ever thankful ſoul, O Lord, - i 
goednels {hall adore, | 


"8. R O - W E E K. 
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I. 


« Have ſeen the goings of God my King in his 
l © ſanctuary:“ but O, how tranbent the view 
my fins turned bock thy clemency, and yet 1 can 
ttlebrate the wonders: of forgiving grace. 


II. 


What do I owe thee, O thou great Preſerver of 
men, for eaſy and, peaceful fleep, for nights unmo- 5 
leſted with pow and anxiety, 


Thou a my ded a guard doſt "ads t 
Thine eyes are open while I fleep. 
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- Not a moment ſlides in which I am unguarcel 
by thy gracious protection. | | 


| | II. 


"Thanks be to God, who has given me the victe 
MV through the Lord Jefus Chriſt. Thou haſt deli 
vered me from the ſnare of the fowler, the craft 
and n.alice of hell, and kept me back from finning 
againſt thee: be thine the victory and praiſe, t 
qujah. | Bet > 


bit 


tic 


IV. 


TH 
o Lord God of © Iſrael, happy is the man that 
© putteth his truſt in thee.” I left my burden at 

thy feet, and thou haſt ſuſtain'd me; my cares are 

" * ÞFJiſlpated, my defires anſwered. © O who is 
God like unto thee, near unto all that call « 
* thee 2” 


V. 


Thy ſtrength is manifeſt in weakneſs: u not ur 
* to me, O Lord, but unto thee be all the glory.” 


For ever thy dear charming name, 
Shall dwell upon my tongue, 

And Jas us and ſalvation be 
'The theme of every ſong. 


This ſhall be my employment thro” an eternal d 
; ration: tis that alone can meaſure my gratitude. 
- Ad Tbe 
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BY The Lord Jebovah is my. &rength and ſalvation, he 
alſo ſhall be my ſong. 


VI. | 
Every day's. experience confirms my faith, and 
— 


brings a freſh evidence of thy goodneſs. Thou haſt | 
diſpelbd my fears, and, to the confuſion of my ſpis | 
Fitual . * to the voice of my diſtteſs. | 


VII. | _ 

I will love the Lord, who has heard my ſupplica- | 
tions. I made my boaſt in his eye e aud he 
bas anſwered all my expectations. 
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(Au laſt exigence will be the clofing part B44 

life, Oh! remember me then, my God. | 
Thou who haſt led me hitherto, forſake me not at 
laſt. Be my ſtrength when nature fails, and the 
flame of life is juſt expiring z let thy ſmiles cheer 


that gloomy hour: oh! then let thy gentle voice 
whiſper peace and ee conſolation to my ſoul. 


- 
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In fix and in, ſeven troubles thou haſt deliver'd me, 
and © been a covert from the tempeſt, a hiding - place 
© from the wind :” hitherto God has helped, and T , 
have dwelt ſecure; and here I leave a memorial to 
thy praiſe, a witneſs againſt all my acer ae 
of thy faithfulneſs and truth, 


* 
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— III. a 


Every day of my life encreaſes the ſum of thy 
mercies : the riſing and the ſetting ſun, in its con- 
ſtant revolution, can witneſs the renewal of thy fa- 
yours : thou waſt graciouſly preſert in an imminent 
danger; by thee my bones have been kept entire, 
and thou baſt not ſuffered me to daſh my foot 2 
gall a ſtone, 


IV. 


. *« Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is 
within me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, 


O my ſoul, and forget not all bis benefits; who 


t heals-thy.diſeaſes, and pardons all thy fins.” 0 
thou, the great phyſician of my body, as well as of 
my diſtemper'd ſoul, thon haſt reſtor'd and ſaved 
me from death and hell. Bleſſed Jeſus, thou haſt 


taken my inficmities, and borne my ſickneſs ; the 


s chaſtiſement of my peace was on thee, and by thy 
2 * 1 N I am healed.” 


* 


V. 


1 ſubſcribe to thy truth, O Lord; atteſt it in 
contradiction to infernal malice, to all the hellith 


ſuggeſtions that. would tempt my heart to diffidence 


and unbelief, even againſt repeated experience, as 


cant the fulleſt evidence of the divine very 
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© Oh?! thou, who never flunibereſt nor fleepelh 
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this night thy watchful care. has kept 8 me from a- 
threatning danger; thy eyes were open, while I 
by was fleeping, youre beneath the. covert of- thy, 


vings. | a 
VII. 


7 


Another, and a greater deliverance. has crown'd' 


the day: I have found thy grace ſufficient in an 


hour of temptation, thy ſtrength has been manifeſt 

in my weakneſs, Thine was the conquelt ; be the 

crown and the glory, thine for ever. By thee I have 
n triumphed over the ſtratagems of hell; © not unto. 
, “ me, but to thy name be the praiſe, O Lord,” 


h 4 
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he s not one of a thouſand of thy faroute E 


by  - can record; but eternity is before me, and 
chat unlimited duration ſhall be employed to rehearſe 
the wonders of thy grace. Then in the great al- 
ſembly I will praiſe thee, I will declare thy faith» 


fulneſs, and tell to liſt'ning angels what thou haſt 


„one for my ſoul, even for me, the leaſt in thy fa- 
lich N mily, unworthy to wipe the feet of the meaneſt of 
the lervants of my Lord. en 3 

IL. 1; 46h 
| How numberleſs are thy thoughts of love to my 
foul ! if I ſhould count them, they are more than 
the ſand on the ſhore : thou haſt again reprov'd my 
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unbelief, and given me à new conviction that my 
whole dependance is on thee ; that ſecond cauſes 
are nothing, but as thou doſt give them efficacy ; 
all nature obeys thee, and is govern'd at thy com- 
mand. 


III. 


O my God, Lam again ready to diſtruſt thee, 
and call in queſtion thy faithfulneſs : oh } how deep 
has this curſed weed of infidelity rooted itſelf in my 
nature, but thou canſt root it out. 


, 


Again I muſt begin'the rehearfal of thy mercies 

which will never have an end; for thou doſt renew 

the inſtances of thy goodneſs to a poor ungrate ful 

ſinner. Thou haſt punCtually fulfill'd the -promiſe 

on which I depended : thou haſt granted the requeſt 

of my lips, and led me in a plain way that I have 
not ſtumbled. 


= 


This day I have received an unexpected favour : 1 

doubted the ſucceſs indeed; but thou haſt gently re · 

buked my unbelief, and convinc'd me that all things 1 

are poſſible with thee, and that the hearts of the 
— children of mea are in thy hands. 


. VI. 
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Whether thou doſt favour or afflict me, I rejoice 


in the glory of thy attributes, in whatever inſtance 


they are diſplayd. Be thy honour advanced, whe- 

ther in mercy or juſtice : I muſt ſtill aſſert the equi» 

ty of thy ways, and. aſcribe righteouſneſs to my 

Maker. Yet let me plead with thee, O my God, 

ſince mercy is thy darling attribute, oh | let it now 

be exalted: deal not with me in ſeverity, but indul- 

gence ; for if thou ſhouldſt .mark what is amiſs, Who 
can ſtand before thee ?. 


vil. 


Thou doſt heal my diſeaſes, and renew my liſe; 
thou art the guardian of my ſleeping and my waking. 
hours. Glory to my God, whoſe eyes never flum- - 
ber.. / 1 — 
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I, . 

H O U knoweſt my ſecret grief, where my 
pain lies, and what are my doubts and diffi- 
culties. In thy wonted clemency, O Lord, diſpel 
my darkneſs ; leave me not to any fatal deluſion in 
an affair of everlaſting moment. This is my hour 

of information and practice; beyond the grave no- 

. M 3 _ miſtake 
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miſtake can be reCtify 48, 3 as4he tree > falls, ſo ie muſt 


for ever lie. * 
II. 


Thy goodneſs ſtil purſues me, O heavenly fa» 
ther, with an unwearied courſe ; new inſtances of 
thy faithfulneſs reproach my unbelief. I ſent up 
-my'petition with a doubting heart, and yet thou 
haſt graciouſly deigned to encourage my weak and 
ſtaggering faith, which has often waver'd and fail'd, 
even in the view of the brighteſt evidence of thy 
power and truth." _ ; | 

HERS 
III. 


Thou doſt ſeem reſolved to leave my unbelief 


without excuſe, by renewing the glorious conviction 


of thy clemency and truth O let not the unwor- 
thineſs of the object turn back thy benignity from 
its natural courſe. 


. 


IV. 


How many unrecorded mercies have glided a» 
long with my fleeting moments into thought- 
leſs ſileuce, and long oblivion? How prone is 
my ungrateful heart to forget thy benefits, or, 


(oh | amazing guilt) to make an I re- 


turn 7 
| 4 5 V. 
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Oh ! never let my falſe heart relapſe into diſtruſt 1 

and unbelief again; thou haſt rebuked my folly, | 

and put a new ſong of praiſe into my mouth: let | 
| thoſe infernal ſuggeſtions vaniſh. that would once 

| object againſt thy oft experienced truth. In this 1 '| 

; would ſtill triumph, and inſult all tie malice of hell. | | 

' 


| A time will come when thou ſhalt be gloriſied iu thy 
| faints, when thy trath and faithfulneſs ſhall appear 
7 m full ſplendor, when the beauty of thy attributes 
(ha]l be conſpicuous, and clear from every blemiſh | 
that the impiety of men, or the malice of devils have | 
charged on thy moſt righteous. providence, 


p VL | X i 
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7 Let me till aſſert, that the ways of God are per- | 
q fe& juſtice and truth: I have a freſh: inſtance of 1 
thy goodneſs to boaſt, and yet my ungrate ful heart J 
is even now ready to diſtruſt. The Lord incteaſe 
my faith: let thy renewed favours ſilence my un- g 


* „ to ſhew that the Lord is upright; he is 


my rock, and there is no unrighteouſueſs in 
* him,” 


e 7 
J VII. 


— li 


ö 

* | 
Teach me your language, ye miniſters of light, | 

A that I may expreſs my wonder and gratitude, . 8 | 
| 


» 
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thou, Who canſt explain the ſecret meaning of my 
foul, take the praiſe that human words cannot ex- 
ag 
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preſs; accept theſe unutterevle attempts to praiſe 
thee. - 


8 1 X T H. W. . 1 k. 
I. 


E T me go on, O Moſt Holy, to record thy 
faithfulneſs and truth; let it be engraven in 

the rock for ever; let it be impreſſed on my ſoul, 
and impoſſible to be effaced,—— What artifice of hell 
is it that ſo often tempts me ta diſtruſt thee, and 


joins witch my native en, to nen thy 


truth? 


Oh! may I never forget this remarkable preſer · 
vation: thy gentle hand ſupported me, and under - 
neath were the everlaſting arms. Thou haſt kept 
« all my bones, not one of them is broken:“ thy 
mercy upheld me even ben it foreſaw my inſenſi- 
bility and ingratitude. How does my guilt heighten 
thy clemency ?+ How wondrous is thy patience, 0 
Lord, and thy rich grace, that only gently rebuked 
me when thou mighteſt have taken ſevere vengeance 
of my r. 


* III. 


I muſt again begin the rehearſal of thy love. Thou 
haſt caſed my pain, ſcattered my fears, and length- 
ened out my days, Oh l may my being be devoted to 
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thee : let it be for ſome remarkable ſervice that 1 
am reſtored to health again. 


IV, 


I find thy mercies renewed with my fleeting days, 


and to rehearſe them ſhall be my glad employment, 
I truſted thee with my little affairs, and thou haſt 
condeſcended to give me ſucceſs Lord what is man, 
that thou doſt thus graciouſly regard him? Even my 
fins, my hourly provocations, cannot put a check to 
the courſe of thy beneſicence; it keeps on its con- 
quering way againſt all the oppoſition of my. ingra» 
titude and unbelief; and haſt thou not promiſed, 
O Lord, it ſhall run parallel with my life, and mea» 
ſure out my days ? | 


V. 

Jeſus, my never-failing truſt, I called on thy name, 
and thou haſt fully anſwered my hopes: let thy 
praiſes dwell on my tongue, let me breathe thy name 
to the laſt ſpack of Hife. Thou haſt ſcattered my 
fears, and been gracious beyond all my hopes: my 
faint and doubting prayers have not been rejected 3 
but oh! how flow are my returns of praiſe, how 
backward my acknowledgmeats e 


T3, g 


Never have l truſted thee in vain 5; Lord, increaſe 
my faith; confirm it by a continued ſeries of thy 
bounty: add this favouc to the reſt, for faith is the 
gift of God, an attainment above reaſon or * 
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Lam now waiting ſor the accompliſhment of a pro- 
miſe; O ſhew me thy mercy and truth, add this 
one inſtance to the reſt, and for ever ſilence the ſug» 
geltions of hell, and my own infidelity. 


VI. 

How rooted is this curſed principle of unbelief, 
that can yet diſtruſt thee after ſo many recorded in- 
ſtances of thy love? How long will it be ere my 
wavering ſoul ſhall entirely confide in thy ſalvation? 
Oh1 my God, 'pity my weakneſs, give new vigour 
to my: faith, and let me take-up my reſt in thee fo 
Wer. - 
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